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Ringwood School believes that HL encourages students to take responsibility for their own learning, manage their time 
effectively and meet deadlines. It also develops independence along with the skills and attitudes essential for 
successful lifelong learning. Teacher Standard 2.  

Purpose 
All HL tasks will meet at least one of the aims listed below: 
 

• Preparation – Where students are set a task which allows them to prepare for future learning. 
• Practice - Where students are set a task which allows them to practise their knowledge or skills. 
• Revision – Where students are set a specific task to revise and review prior learning encouraging them to 

embed knowledge in their long-term memory. This may be for imminent assessment or long-term future 
assessment and learning. 

• Coursework – For subjects which allow students to complete aspects of coursework outside the school setting. 
• NEA- For subjects which allow students to complete aspects of NEA outside the school setting. 

 
Roles and Responsibilities 

Student 
• Record HL in diary with deadline  
• Complete the HL and hand in by the deadline  
• If unsure of the HL task, seek out help in your own time before the deadline 
• Ensure the recommended time for HL is not exceeded in order to strike a balance between work and 

leisure time 
• If absent, refer to TEAMS to find out what HL has been missed. Where appropriate HL should still be 

completed. 
• In failure to reach deadlines follow the whole school HL sanctions policy  

Parent/ Carer  
• Sign the Home/School agreement in student diary 
• Sign student diary on a weekly basis reading any communication from tutors and teachers  
• Check that student is completing the expected HL  
• Offer encouragement to complete HL  
• If a student is unable to complete a piece of HL in the recommended time frame, sign in the margin so 

that the teacher is aware 
• Where students fail to reach deadlines, support the school with the HL Sanctions Policy (this includes 

organising transport where necessary for after school detentions if they are set) 
Teacher 

• Communicate the expectations of the HL policy to students 
• Set HL on the correct days according to the HL timetable 
• Ensure students are given a minimum of 48 hours to complete HL 
• Clearly communicate expectations and allow time for recording HL in the diary (including deadline) 
• Provide feedback in response to HL in line with the School’s Assessment and Feedback Policy  
• Challenge HL that is below expectation (e.g. quality, presentation) and expect that students will redo it  
• Where students fail to reach deadlines follow the HL Sanctions Policy, entering the correct codes in Arbor 
• Sign up and take part in whole school detention duty   

Tutor  
• Communicate the expectations of the HL Policy to tutees 
• Provide students with strategies to manage time for HL 
• Check students and parents are signing diaries on a weekly basis  
• Ensure that students do not complete their HL in tutor time to emphasise its importance and value 
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Subject Leader (SL) 
• Ensure that appropriate HL tasks are set within the relevant SOW 
• Monitor that HL is being set and feedback provided across the subject  
• Ensure the team is adhering to the HL sanctions policy and entering the correct codes on Arbor 

Senior Leaders 
• Ensure that appropriate HL tasks are being set within subjects that are line managed (book scrutiny) 
• Support tutors in monitoring that HL is being set and marked across all subjects through the collection 

and scrutiny of as well as spot-checking of linked tutor group diaries and TEAMS. 
• Ensure HL diaries are being signed by students, parents and tutors 
• Ensure that subjects are adhering to the HL sanctions policy  

 
Setting and Timing of HL 
 

• HL must only be set according to the HL timetable that is agreed in September each year 
• All HL must be followed up in a timely way and students must be given feedback. 
• Home learning must have one of 5 main aims  
• All HL will be set on TEAMS. How the work is submitted is for the teacher to decide and state to students. 

There is no requirement for students to click the “hand in” button unless students have been asked to submit 
their work on TEAMS. 

• All HL is to be named with its purpose in bold and stated first, followed by the date set.  
• All Home learning needs a category added stating the name of the teacher who has set the work. If extra detail 

is required, add this in brackets after the teacher’s name. 
• The time that the work is due must be changed from 23:59 which is the default time to prevent students 

receiving notifications at midnight. 
• Example wording shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 

• Students must be given explicit instructions about what they need to do in the lesson when the home learning 
is set, with the purpose of the work stated. 

• There is a column in the home learning diary where students can tick to confirm that there is home learning 
set and detailed in TEAMS.  

 
 
Year 7 & 8 Expectations 
Homework set weekly: 

 English = 60 min of reading 
 Science = up to 30 mins a week 

Homework set fortnightly: 
 Maths = up to 60 min per fortnight 
 History/ Geog/ Lang/Technology = up to 40 min, per fortnight 

Over the half term: 
 EP = up to 60 min. Twice per half term 
 PSHE, ITaCs, Drama, Art & Music = up to 20 min. Twice per half term.  
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Year 9 Expectations 
Homework set weekly: 

 English, Science = up to 40 mins per week 
Homework set fortnightly: 

 Maths = up to 80 min per fortnight 
 History/ Geog/ Lang = 40 mins per fortnight  
 Creative options = up to 40 min, once per fortnight 

Over the half term: 
 ITaCs = up to 20 min. Twice per half term 
 EP = up to 60 min. Twice per half term 

 
Year 10 & 11 Expectations 
Homework set per week: 

 English & Science = up to 60 mins per week 
Homework set per fortnight: 

 Maths and Option Subject x 4 up to 120 min per fortnight 
 

 
Failure to complete HL 
Failure to complete HL will lead to the application of the school’s HL Sanctions Policy.  
 
HL support 
Ringwood School believes that students need relaxation time along with opportunities for extracurricular activities for 
enrichment and enjoyment. Use of HL timetable allows HL to be spread as evenly as possible through the week so that 
students can achieve a learning-life balance. This is monitored by the Assistant Headteacher in charge of Curriculum. 
 
We recognise the diverse needs within our school community and understand that some students struggle with the 
skills required to manage a HL timetable or to complete some HL tasks. We would like to support these students 
further and welcome communication through the diaries from parents and verbal communication with students and 
parents to support any issues related to HL that may arise.  


