
Success in Years 8 & 9 
Information Evening

2nd October 2024



Plan for the Session

1. School Values - Leanne Symonds (Headteacher)

2. Overview of School Priorities 2024-5 - Leanne Symonds 
(Headteacher)

3. Behaviour for Learning - Leanne Symonds (Headteacher)

4. Literacy - Michelle Barker-Garrod

5. Assessment - Michelle Barker-Garrod

6. Attendance - Clare Adams (Deputy Headteacher)

7. Parental Engagement - Clare Adams (Deputy Headteacher)

8. E-Safety - Clare Adams (Deputy Headteacher)



School Values
Leanne Symonds – Headteacher 





Whole staff 
activity on 

identifying values 
based on feeder 

school values, the 
current post Covid 

challenges, 
outcomes from 

stake holder 
surveys

Parent forum 
undertook a very 

similar activity to staff 





New School Values

Respect
Courage
Integrity
Ambition

“Foundations for lifelong success”





School Priorities 2024-5
Leanne Symonds – Headteacher 



Attendance
Behaviour for 

Learning

Literacy Parental 
Engagement

Metacognition & 
Ingredients for 

Effective Learning



Behaviour for Learning
Leanne Symonds – Headteacher 



Last year to this year
2023/24
• Focus on rewards – resulted 

in 250,000+ HPs being awarded
• Focus on physical behaviour – 

resulted in less supensions and 
improved behaviour at free time

• Focus on clarity of response to 
incidents of bullying behaviour – 
result in updated policy, whole-
school focus on inclusion and 
respect, anti-bullying student 
charter, incidents clearly tracked 
and support in place

2024/25
• Student mobile technology – 

updates to policy
• Focus on reducing incidents of 

prejudicial language
• Continued focus on ensuring 

students know how to report 
incidents of bullying behaviour and 
access support



Student Mobile Technology

• In line with government expectations, at Ringwood School, student 
mobile technology must be never used, seen or heard on school site 
unless authorised by a member of staff

• Sixth form students are only allowed to use mobile technology in the 
sixth form café or their study areas

• If students in Y7-11 are caught using mobile technology (including 
headphones) without permission at any point on school site 
(including before/after school) the item is confiscated and taken to 
student reception

• 2+ in a term = a leadership detention; refusal to hand in = leadership 
detention; 3+ confiscations in a term = parent/carer to collect



Prejudicial Language
• Will not be tolerated at Ringwood 

School in any form
• Includes using protected 

characteristics to say or imply that 
something is negative (e.g. ‘that’s so 
gay’)

• Will usually result in suspension, 
alongside education, support and 
restorative conversations

• Please be aware of what your child is 
watching/listening to at home and 
support us in trying to reduce 
prejudicial incidents



Bullying Behaviour

How to report:
• Students - in person to any member 

of staff, via the Worry Box on the 
school website, or on email to staff, 
safeguarding team or sixth form 
mental health ambassadors

• Parents/carers - via phone or email to 
the safeguarding team or Head of 
Year, or via the Worry Box on our 
website​

safeguarding@ringwood.hants.sch.uk 

Investigation Communication
& Recording Action

Bullying 
Behaviour 1 

– Verbal 
Warning

Bullying 
Behaviour 2 

– Written 
Warning

Bullying 
Behaviour 3 
– Repeated

Process:

Outcomes:

mailto:safeguarding@ringwood.hants.sch.uk


Literacy
Michelle Barker-Garrod  – Assistant Headteacher



Literacy
• This is the first year group where there were 

specific Literacy lessons to help those who 
needed it (students in those classes in KS3 did 
REALLY well for GCSE)

• Students learnt tier 2 words in tutor – on 
average they scored 9/10 in their tests on 
these

• They told us through Student Voice that this 
improved their confidence in recalling new 
vocabulary



Vocabulary



Vocabulary



Each word we learn is a gateway 
to more:







Assessment
Michelle Barker-Garrod – Assistant Headteacher



Year 11 Results 2024 – the best ever!
Last year's year 11 made 

excellent progress:

80% of students gained 5 or 
more GCSEs including English 

and Maths

On average, their grades were 
nearly half a grade better than 

similar students in other schools



A reminder about how we track your
 child’s progress

• When students start with us, a target grade for each potential GCSE 
subject is generated, as a result of their SATs test data and teacher 
professional judgement.

• This is then used to determine a KS3 target flightpath for each subject, 
which, if your child’s work is at or above this flightpath, they will be on 
track to meet or exceed their GCSE targets by the time they reach the 
end of year 11.

• For each subject, your child’s Target Flightpath could be different

• These targets appear on each Progress Check, as a reminder



KS3 Flightpaths:

Mastery

Secure

Developing

Foundation

Entry

The target flightpath is a guide for your child, 
their teacher and for you about the standard 
they should be able to reach or go above in 
each subject.

It helps us all track whether students are 
achieving what they are capable of

It is an indication; not a guarantee and not a 
ceiling and it does not determine the class 
your child is in.



Assessment at KS3: what will come home 

Two Progress Checks this year (Year 9 – December and June, after 
exams;   Year 8 January and June, after exams)

• The Progress Check will consist of:
• Information about your child’s attitude to learning in each subject

• If they have been awarded a Scholar Award for a subject

• The flightpath your child has been working at in each subject

• A reminder of what their target flightpath is for each subject



Ringwood School 
Scholar Award

For each subject, each time teachers decide on the flightpath students 
are working at, they also consider whether they could be awarded a 
Scholar Award in that subject.

This is an award which rewards curiosity, engagement and interest in a 
subject, and an ambition to become knowledgeable.

Scholar Awards appear on Progress Checks; students receive 
certificates, badges, a letter home and house points



Key Stage Three Assessment Evening

Tuesday 11th February

Year 9 exams: Week beginning 
Tues 6th May

Year 8 exams: Week beginning 
Monday 19th May



Year 9 Assessment Fortnight

In order to help inform Year 9 students, parents and carers about 
Options choices for subjects to be studied in Yr 10, there is:

Assessment Fortnight – Monday 3rd Feb – Friday 14th February

Options Evening – 25th February

Results from assessments – home on the 12th March

Consultation Evening – 13th March

Options Choices deadline – 17th March



Online Consultation Evenings
More convenient for parents and carers – more 

likely to be able to 'attend'

Easier for families to attend from two different 
homes

No queues, no waiting in corridors, no missing 
of other appointments, no difficulty hearing 

conversations, no overhearing of conversations

focused conversations about learning

Help to book

Yr 9 Consultation Evening – 
13th March  

Yr 8 Consultation Evening – 
1st May



Our website:  further information

There are assessment 
descriptors for each flightpath 
for every subject available on 
the website;

The Year 8 and 9 Curriculum 
maps for every subject are 
being updated and will also be 
on the website.



Attendance
Clare Adams – Deputy Headteacher 



Our vision for attendance 

• As a school we recognise the link between high levels of attendance and 
academic progress. Therefore, we are all responsible to provide a welcoming, 
engaging and safe learning environment, which supports high levels of attendance. 

• As a school we recognise that attendance is everyone’s business and that the 
barriers to accessing education are wide and complex, both within and beyond the 
school gates, and are often specific to individual students and their families. 

• As a school we recognise the statistical link between underachievement and 
absence below 95%. Regular and punctual attenders make better progress both 
socially and academically, achieving positive outcomes. 

Updated following the publication of new statutory guidance: "Working together to improve school attendance" 
August 2024



Outcomes from 2024 by attendance

100% attendance - 'P8' of +0.89

96% - 100% - 'P8' of +0.78

90%- 100% - 'P8' of +0.61

Less than 90% - 'P8' of – 0.25



Attendance, why 
does it matter?

• Students will achieve 
better grades and 
overall personal and 
academic success.

Achievement

• Students will have the 
opportunity to develop 
strong relationships 
with adults and peers 
and develop valuable 
social skills.

Friendships

• Students will have a 
greater sense of 
belonging in a safe 
school community.
 

Better 
emotional 
health

• Through wider 
experiences like trips, 
sports and clubs you 
will develop 
confidence and self-
esteem

Enrichment



Wave 3 – specialist 

• CAMHS

• GP service

• Educational 
Psychologist

• Family Counselling

• Early Help support

• Childrens Services

• Attendance support

Wave 2 – targeted

• ELSA support

• 6th Form Mental 
Health Ambassadors

• School Nurse

• Attendance Officer

• On Call Team

• Heads of Year

• Safeguarding Team

• Coping card 

Wave 1  – self care 

• Worry Box

• Safeguarding email

• Student Diary Pages

• School Website

• Online resources: 
Kooth, SHOUT, 
Headspace etc. 

• PSHE lessons & CCR 
input

• Breakfast club

Universal Offer 

• Staff trained

• Teacher/Student 
relationships

• Positive language and 
rewards

• Friendships & bonds

• Links with home

• Community 
engagement 

• House values

• Promoting self 
esteem

Ringwood School Mental Health Toolkit 

What support is on offer if your child is struggling to attend?
Attendance@ringwood.hants.sch.uk 

mailto:Attendance@ringwood.hants.sch.uk


Parental Engagement
Clare Adams – Deputy Headteacher 



Who to contact?

• You will have received an email from your child's 
tutor at the start of term. Please use them as the 
first point of contact.

• Our new website will help parents find information 
on key staff and who to contact. There is also a 
contact form for ease.

• An auto email will be generated if you email any 
member of staff stating what to do if you've not 
received a response to your enquiry within 3 
(school) working days.

• The school calendar on the website can now be 
filtered by year group making it easier to see what 
events are coming up.



Arbor Parent App & Browser version

Timetable 
& Attendance

Positive Incidents 
& House Points

Behaviour Incidents & 
detention dates and 
times

Payment details – thank 
you for all the feedback 
on issues with this

- Trips
- Attendance
- Progress

Any help you need please email parentapp@ringwood.hants.sch.uk 

Please ensure we have accurate 
contact details for 3 or more 
emergency contacts & medical 
details etc

mailto:parentapp@ringwood.hants.sch.uk


3 ways to get involved

Parent Forum – 3 meetings per year starting on Tuesday 15 October 6.00 – 7.30 
in the 6th Form Cafe, 28 Jan 25 & 20 May 25

• Agenda items to include; values, assessment reporting, attendance, emotional wellbeing 
and items raised by the group.

Email cadams@ringwood.hants.sch.uk to join the distribution list

Ringwood School PTA – would you like to join our PTA? Please email 
PTA@ringwood.hants.sch.uk

SEN parent surgeries -  by appointment  SENTEAM@ringwood.hants.sch.uk

mailto:cadams@ringwood.hants.sch.uk
mailto:PTA@ringwood.hants.sch.uk
mailto:SENTEAM@ringwood.hants.sch.uk


E-Safety
Clare Adams – Deputy Headteacher 



Simple tips for parents/carers to keep
children safe online

Never ignore changes in their behaviour which might indicate a concern they are having

• If you allow your child to use their phone in private spaces in the house (like their bedroom), ask yourself 
how you can be sure that your child is not 

o undertaking risky behaviour such as talking to unknown adults online who might be posing as a 
teenager to groom them

o experimenting with gambling or other addictive pastimes

o sending pictures of themselves to others.

• If you allow your child to have their phone in their bedroom overnight, ask yourself how you can 
be sure that your child is not sending and receiving messages throughout the night. 

• Ask yourself how you can be sure that having their device in their room with access to endless online 
content is not interrupting their sleep and having a negative impact on their wellbeing. Please be aware that 
the latest trend is for “couples” to sleep with their mobile video calls on, so they can go to sleep and wake up 
virtually together…

• Never think 'it won't happen to my child'



Please continue to…
• Regularly check your child’s phone

• Have open conversations about things they are looking at and people they are communicating 
with online

• Check the settings for WhatsApp so they do not allow people to add them without their 
permission to groups

• Take advice on how to set up parental controls on mobile devices and tablets (you can find this on 
our website)

• Speak to your Internet Service Provider on how to set controls on your router to enable effective 
device management

The world that our young people live in is sadly frequented by individuals who are trying to “catch 
them out” or make them feel unsafe. As trusted adults we must work together to help them 
navigate the dangers presented to them. This starts in the home, supported by school.



School Website 
www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/safeguarding/ 

http://www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/safeguarding/
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