
Key Stage Three
Assessment and Revision



There are two types of assessment: formative and summative

Formative assessment happens on a regular basis, in all lessons and tend to check small 
amounts of knowledge and understanding.

It might be answering questions, doing small tasks, quizzing students, writing paragraphs.

These on-going, low-stakes assessments help the teacher to know what your child 
understands and can do;

Students don’t usually revise for this type of assessment.

How and when do we assess your children during Year 7, Year 8 
and Year 9?



There are two types of assessment: formative and summative

Summative assessment tends to happen at the end of a unit of work, or at the end of a 
term or a year;

This tests a greater amount of knowledge and understanding, and often tests knowledge 
and skills which were covered in the past.

Students should revise for these types of assessments

How and when do we assess your children during Year 7, Year 8 
and Year 9?



Almost all GCSE and A-Levels are now tested at the end of the two year course 
through final exams, rather than coursework. All vocational subjects also have 
exams at the end of the two years, as well as coursework.

To help to get your child to get ready they will have end of year exams every 
year during Yr 7, Yr 8 and Yr 9. 

Why are we asking your child to revise in Key Stage 3?



The week of

Year 9:   Mon 29th April – Friday 3rd May

Year 8:   Tues 7th May – Monday 13th May

Year 7:   Mon 3rd June – Friday 7th June

When are your child’s exams?

Exams will be:

In normal lesson time

No longer than 60 minutes

In students’ normal classrooms



Your child will need to know :

➢What they need to know- they should ask their teacher if unsure and use Curriculum Maps and Unit Sheets

➢When they need to know it by – when is the date of the exam? Teachers will tell them before exam week 

which lesson will be used

➢When they are going to revise it- A revision timetable will be very helpful and your support with this will 

really help your child. 

➢How they are going to revise it – by knowing the best ways to revise and seeing which ones work for them

Getting organised and planning for success



What to revise 

Curriculum Map 
in each subject



What to revise 

Unit Sheet for 
each unit / topic 



How does revision actually help us remember?

This process of 
revising 

(practising 
remembering) 

makes the 
information 

easier to 
remember later



The first time we encounter 
something we forget much of it 
really quickly;

We need to do something to get it 
in our long term memory;

Then, we need to practice retrieving 
it from our long term memory

Each time we do that (through a 
revision activity), we forget a bit less 
of it

Forgetting, remembering, revising and re-visiting!



Most commonly students tend to do 1 of 3 things when revising

Highlighting texts
Re-reading

Copying out notes

What do students often do when they ‘revise’?



We’re drawn to ways of studying that feel good but are actually quite poor at helping us learn.

Re-reading notes can give the illusion that information is well retained, only for it to disappear very 
quickly.

Recognition and Remembering are two different things: one generates a feeling of familiarity (“I know this!”) but 
doesn’t help with the second (“I have been able to remember this!”)

 Tom Stafford – lecturer of Psychology at Sheffield University

Why do students choose these types of revision activities? (Even 
when they are not very effective!)



The best flashcards…
Use card, so you can’t see the answer through them
Keep info as short as possible – one term, one definition
Write clearly. You should be able to read what you wrote at a very quick glance

Using them to their best effect:
Research has shown that students tend to “drop” cards out of their decks too soon after 
they have mastered them (Karpicke, 2009). Ideally, a fact should be successfully checked 
three times before you move on from it.
Use them to help somebody else test you (or test yourself) but the crucial part is saying 
your answers aloud

The most effective revision strategies
1. Self quizzing using flashcards

http://learninglab.psych.purdue.edu/downloads/2009_Karpicke_JEPGeneral.pdf


The Leitner System -  What is it? 

•Correctly answered flashcards move into the next pile; 
you will test yourself on these less often (as you know 
them better)

•Incorrectly answered flashcards are kept in the first pile 
and therefore will be tested every day – until you know 
them, and then you can move them.

•The better you know the flashcards the more 
infrequently you repeat them.

One way to use flashcards: watch this demo with your child

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ


 

The most effective revision strategies
2. Creating mind maps

Mind maps are useful because they help you to link knowledge 
together, and this helps you to remember things efficiently



Pyramids:
Draw a page sized pyramid. In the top layer, 
write down the overall topic / key idea…etc 
In the next layer write down the main 
points. In the next layer write down the 
details to those main points. You can test 
yourself by drawing out the pyramid again 
and again, or by covering up layers and 
explaining what’s in them, or by giving a 
pyramid you’ve drawn to someone else and 
getting them to test you.

Outburst

You will need: topic cards with 
10 key words on each card.

Your child thinks of a topic eg. Cell 

structures in science and writes 
the topic and the ten most 
important words / phrases 
associated with it. You test them 
by giving them the topic; they give 
you as many of the ten words as 
they can

Book marking:
Book mark each chapter, by 
summarising key words, key events, 
key ideas on one strip of paper and 
placing it at the beginning of each 
section in your book. Learn all the 
information on each book mark and 
use them to test yourself at a later 
date

The most effective revision strategies
3. Quizzing activities



1. Help them get into healthy sleep routines

2. Encourage healthy eating (but remember the power of 
treats!)

3. Encourage them (and us!) to unplug – time away from 
screens

4. Taking time out is just as important as putting time in- plan 
revision sessions (25 mins works well) and then take a 
break

Helping your child to keep in balance



Some interesting research about the 
impact of mobile phones



• Re-visiting happens all the way through school
• Revision allows your child to work out what they have 

missed / find hard to understand 
• Practice exams  provide students with time to practise 

and experiment with revision strategies
• Revising helps set out schemas of information, which 

future knowledge can be slotted into
• It helps to create a sense of being in control and feeling 

calm
• This all reminds your children that it is a long journey 

but that they need to make the first steps

It’s a marathon, not a sprint



Find more information on 
our new website – live 

soon



Thank you for your time this evening
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