
 

 

Business Studies GCSE 

GCSE A*-G   
Who is this course 
aimed at? 

Business Studies will appeal to students who are keen to find out more about 
the business world.  If you enjoy programmes like The Apprentice or Dragon’s 
Den and would like to know more about how to open your own business, which 
entrepreneurial skills are necessary to succeed in business, and how to market 
a product and make a profit then Business Studies will suit you.  Business 
Studies could lead to further study of Economics, Business Studies or 
Accounting and also to careers in the business and financial world.  Business 
careers could be in Finance, Marketing, Human Resources, Managerial or Law. 

How will I be 
assessed? 

Unit 1 – Exam Paper (1 hour) 60 marks/40% 
Unit 2 – Exam Paper (1 hour) 60 marks/35% 
Unit 3 – School-based Assessment (8 hours research and 3 hours to write up 
your findings) 40 marks/25% 

Will I enjoy the 
course? 
  

You are most likely to enjoy this course if you have an interest in 
starting up your own business or you enjoy watching programmes 
 like The Apprentice and Dragon’s Den on TV.  You will also enjoy the 
course if you want to follow a career in business or finance and want 
to know more about how businesses operate, how they grow, how 
they make and record profit and how they hire, motivate and lead 
staff. 
Your enjoyment of this course will be enhanced by making a positive 
contribution in lessons through sharing your observations.  Think 
about your life as a consumer and relate what you learn in class to 
your own experiences.  You will get more out of this course if you also take an 
interest in current affairs, i.e. what is going on in the news. 

What will be 
expected of me? 
  
  

Students are expected to contribute to class discussions, take an 
interest in the business world, talk to parents and older friends who 
work in business and follow the news!  You will also be required to 
produce extension work when set and encouraged to contribute 
articles of interest to share with others. 



 

 

What will I study? 
Unit 1  This unit introduces you to how an entrepreneur sets up a small 

business.  You will find out the skills needed for success, how to do 
a business plan, how entrepreneurs look for a gap in the market and 
how to do market research and advertising.  You will also find out 
how to motivate staff, form a limited company and how small 
businesses have to protect workers by following Health and Safety 
and Employment Laws. 
  

Unit 2 Growing as a 
Business 

This unit builds upon the content of Unit 1, allowing you to study businesses as 
they grow larger and the issues that expansion raises: how to grow, the 
marketing of large businesses, how large firms recruit, motivate and train 
their staff, the ethical behaviour of large businesses and their impact on 
others (stakeholders).  You will also consider the financial statements 
produced by firms like profit & loss accounts. You will also learn about public 
companies, the location of businesses and their aims and objectives. 

Unit 3 Investigating 
Business 

This unit is a research task followed by a controlled test that will be set by 
AQA and marked by teaching staff 
  
For example the task could be: 
“Your local Chamber of Commerce has offered a prize of £3000 for the best 
business start-up idea. 
To win the prize you need to present your ideas for setting up the business 
which must provide services that meets a local need. 
You will need to: 
conduct research to identify the service and the market; 
develop a unique selling point; 
identify the location of your business; 
identify the materials and equipment the business will need; 
calculate the minimum price you will need to charge to cover the costs of 
the business; 
estimate the sales and profit for the business” 

  
Students would spend lesson time with their teacher preparing for the 
controlled test (about 6 weeks).  They would then spend 3 hours writing up 
their findings. 
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