
  

 

Drama GCSE 

GCSE 9—1 AQA 

Who is this 
course 
aimed at? 

In order to study the course students will need to have a keen interest in performing 
publicly and working closely with other students on exploring plays and themes. Drama is 
an essential tool for communication. If you would like to pursue a career in theatre, 
media, journalism or teaching then Drama GCSE will be very useful. 

How will I 
be 
assessed? 

There will be 3 forms of assessment  through the course. 1 ) A written examination on a 
live piece of theatre you have seen , questions on an extract from a set text and the role 
of theatre makers. 2) A performance and accompanying written work on a devised 
performance. 3) A performance of 2 extracts of a play for a visiting examiner.  

Will I enjoy 
the course? 

  

You are most likely to enjoy this course if you enjoy working with 

other students for very intense periods of time; if you are creative, 
imaginative and you enjoy the challenge of problem solving and 

exploring plays ; if you love performing to other people and expressing 

how you really feel about issues. You may also have an interest in the design aspects of 
Drama.  
Your enjoyment of this course will be affected if you dislike speaking in large groups or 
performing. If you are prone to absence, your absence will affect other people achieving 
their grades because you will often work as a group.  

What will be 
expected of 
me? 

  

  

Students are expected to complete all tasks that are set and join an extra curricular 
drama activity in or out of school. You are also expected to perform to your peers on a 
regular basis and to contribute ideas and respect the ideas of others. 

What will I study? 

Component 1: 
Understanding 
drama 
Written 
exam: 1 hour 
and 45 
minutes  
40% of GCSE  

Written Examination  

Section A: Theatre roles and terminology- multiple choice  • Section B: four questions on a 
given extract from the set play chosen • Section C: one two part question (from a choice) 
showing analysis and evaluation on the work of theatre makers in a live theatre production  

 

Component 2: 
Devising 
drama 
(practical)  
40% of GCSE  

This component is marked by teachers and moderated by AQA.  

You will create your own piece from a stimulus . You will produce a devising log and 
perform in group in this devised performance. 
 

Component 3: 
Texts in 
practice 
(practical)  
20% of GCSE  

This component is marked by AQA Visiting examiner  

You will  perform two extracts from one play for a visiting examiner.  

This can be a monologue, duologue or group performance.  

 

 


