
Media Studies GCSE 
 GCSE A*-G AQA 

Who is this course aimed 
at? 

This is offered as an options course.  
This course will be of interest to students who: 
have an interest in film, TV, music and would like to study them in-depth. 
 enjoy writing and have a good level of written English. 
 would like to learn basic film making techniques. 
  want to go on and study A Levels at college 

How will I be assessed? There is one examination worth 40% of the course, based on a set topic 
released from the exam board. This exam is taken at the end of the 
course.  The exam is one hour and thirty minutes long. Students will be 
tested on: their knowledge of new technologies; media language; debates 
in the media an production skills.   
Coursework is worth 60% and is assessed throughout the  course. There 
are three controlled assessments to be completed: an introductory 
assignment, a practical production and evaluation and  a cross media 
study 

Will I enjoy the course? 
  

You are most likely to enjoy this course if you enjoy thinking critically 
about what the media produce for the audience to watch, read and listen 
to, and why things are made the way they are. 
In addition, if you are interested in producing media films and products, 
learning how to use software such as Adobe Photoshop and Adobe 
Premiere, and how to use a camera and recording equipment. 
  
Your enjoyment of this course will be affected by your ability to work 
well in groups, to take responsibility for your own learning and to 
sometimes write essays! 

What will be expected of me? 
  
  

Students are expected to: complete guided research about the media 
industry and specific texts; work well in groups, making sure they take 
their roles seriously and are responsible, together with others, for the 
success of group work; work hard to write essays at times! 

What will I study? 
Investigating the Media  Investigating the Media  

This is based on a cross media case study, the focus of which is changed 
every year by the exam board.  
Previous examples include: adventure films, the music press, situation 
comedies...etc 

Understanding the Media  Understanding the Media  
 Assignment 1: Students choose different texts  and produce an analysis 
of the opening of the text. 
Assignment 2:students compare how different forms of media promote 
one particular text. For example, they might look at how a music 
magazine and the DVD cover promote one particular artist. 
Assignment 3:students work in small groups or on their own to produce a 
media text, such as an advert, the opening to a short film, or a magazine 
front cover and then evaluate it. 


