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Who is this course aimed at? Music Technology  is an option subject. If you enjoy composing pop and 
film and TV music and want to learn how to use computers to create 
music you will enjoy this subject.  You will also learn how to record and 
mix sound as well as studying the pop music industry.   

How will I be assessed? There is one written examination, lasting an hour. However, there are 
many practical and written assessments over two years. You will be 
assessed on your recordings and compositions and some other projects. 
Much of the work is filmed or photographed as evidence. You will take 
two compulsory core units and at least two optional units.    

Will I enjoy the course? 
  

You are most likely to enjoy this course if you work well under 
pressure, are organised, patient, enjoy working in a team or 
independently and if you are able to solve problems. You will need to 
work independently to compose music and as a team to record music.  

What will be expected of me? 
  
  

Students will need to spend some of their own time in the Music 
Technology room and the music department to complete assignments 
using the specialist equipment.     

What will I study? 
Compulsory Units 
 
The Music Industry 

The aim of this unit is to give students a broad knowledge of 
employment opportunities in the music industry and the jobs undertaken 
by those who work in it. Students will explore a range of career 
opportunities with a view to their own professional development within 
the industry.  

Compulsory Unit 
 
Managing a Music Product 

The aim of this unit is to allow students to apply skills to plan and 
develop a music product of their choice using skills appropriate for both 
the planning and production of the piece. Students may focus on live 
performance, or adopt a more technical role as the producer of a music 
CD.  

Optional Unit 

Musical composition  

This unit aims to provide an insight into the basics of some musical 
composition techniques. The knowledge students gain will allow them to 
develop their compositional ideas in a structured and purposeful way.  

Optional Unit 
 
Sequencing 

The aim of this unit is to develop students’ knowledge of the 
specification and operation of computer systems designed specifically 
for the creation of music. Students will also operate music computer 
systems whilst creating pieces of music using sequencing software.  

Optional Unit 

Producing a musical recording  

The aim of this unit is to develop knowledge of the audio recording 
equipment likely to be found in a recording studio, and to discover how 
this equipment is used to create a finished music recording.  

Optional Unit 

Musical performance 

The aim of this unit is to enable students to develop an understanding of 
music performance, as a soloist and as an ensemble player.  

Optional Unit 

Live Sound 

Students will have the opportunity to learn about sound equipment used 
in live performance and gain practical experience operating sound in a 
variety of situations. 


