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Your Curriculum in Years 10 and 11 
 
In year 8 we asked you to tell us which optional subjects you thought you might like to do in years 10 and 11. We used this information to 
give you a personalised curriculum in year 9. You are trying out subjects that you said you might want to do in years 10 and 11. To make 
room for these on your timetable, you have been able to give up subjects you said you did not like as much. It is now time to review your 
decisions for years 10 and 11. This booklet will provide you with important information to help you do this. It will also explain to you what 
years 10 and 11 will be like and it will also tell you about some of the changes that we have made to the information we gave you in year 8.  
 
In years 10-11, your curriculum will be made up of: 
 

English  
You will have 5 lessons per week and study for 2 GCSEs: English Language GCSE and English Literature. GCSE 
This section of the curriculum is compulsory for all students. If you would like extra support with your English in years 10 and 11 then you 
can choose to join an English intervention class in guided study time.  
 

Maths  
You will have 4 lessons per week and study 1 GCSE: Maths GCSE  
This section of the curriculum is compulsory for all students. If you would like extra support with your Maths in years 10 and 11 then you 
can choose to join an Maths intervention class in guided study time.  
 

Science 
You will have 6 lessons per week and study one course which will give you 2 GCSEs: Combined Sciences GCSE 
Science is compulsory for all students in years 10 and 11. If you would like to top up your Sciences and achieve 3 Science GCSEs, rather 
than 2, then you will need to choose Triple Science as one of your subjects from the option blocks. If you would like extra support with 
your Science in years 10 and 11 then you can choose to join a Science intervention class in guided study time. 
 

A Choice of Foreign Language, History or Geography  
You will have 3 lessons per week and study 1 GCSE: either French, German, Spanish, Geography or History.  
This is a change to the information we told you in year 8. You do not have to take a foreign language. You can swap it for Geography or 
History instead. In these three lessons, you will do one of these subjects. You can only study the foreign language that you have been 
studying in years 7-9. It is possible to do more than one of these courses. If you choose either Geography or History in this section of the 
curriculum, then you can choose the other one of these two subjects in the option blocks. Be aware however, that the foreign languages 
are not in the option blocks so you must choose it here in this section and then you can choose Geography and/or History in the option 
blocks.  
 

Core PE and Guided Study  
You will have 1 double lesson of PE and 1 period of Guided Study.  
Guided study is a period when you can get on with your own work. It is useful time to spend on home learning or revision work. You can 
opt into a class of extra support for either English, Maths, Science , Geography or History. You can choose to use the core PE and Guided 
Study lessons to gain an extra qualification: Sport OCR or Performing Arts BTEC. You may be allocated English, Maths, Science, History or 
Geography guided study if your teacher feels you would benefit from this, in this case it is compulsory and not optional unless you are 
unavailable because you have chosen an additional qualification. 
 

Three Optional Subjects  
You will have 3 lessons per week for each one of the three optional courses you choose. Some of these courses are GCSEs, while some 
are vocational alternatives and are called either BTECs, OCRs or V-Certs depending on the exam board that accredits them.  
In year 8 we asked you to tell us your top 3 subjects and then also 2 reserve subjects. We also said that we would use this information to 
create the option blocks from which you need to choose your final options from. The diagram  on the back page shows the option blocks. 
The options process involves 265 students telling us which 3 courses they would most like out of a total of 20 courses. There are 1,140 
possible combinations of choosing any 3 of these 20 subjects. Clearly, no school is able to offer all of these combinations. It is possible that 
your preferred combination is not possible but by grouping the subjects in the way we have done, the largest number of you can have the 
subjects you originally chose. In year 8 we tried to manage your expectations of what is possible by explaining this to you and also by 
advising you to consider a wider range of 5 possible courses (three preferences and two reserves), rather than having your heart set on a 
specific combination of three subjects.  
 
A course needs to attract at least 17 students to make it viable. If a course you have chosen does not run, we will talk to you about this and 
help you choose another. It is possible that a course that has several groups offered in the diagram above may recruit enough students to 
run in some of the blocks in which it is offered but not all. If this is the case we will talk to you about your priorities of courses. If a subject 
in one of the blocks attracts more students in the initial options choices than the class can accommodate (30 for most subjects) then where 
possible we will look to put on another class IF we can staff it in a block where enough students can join the new class to meet the 
minimum numbers (17). 
 
 
 



Vocational Alternatives to GCSEs  
 The government is changing GCSEs in order to make them much tougher. They are doing this by: 

A) Ending coursework or controlled assessment in all subjects except for where vital parts of a subject can only be assessed 
through practical performance or creation.  

B) Assessing most subjects through exams at the end of year 11 only. 
C) Preventing you from re-sitting GCSEs—your first attempt will be the only grade that counts. The exception is in English 

and Maths where if you do not get a “good pass” in year 11, you must re-do them in year 12 and 13.  
D) Requiring you to write longer answers to questions, rather than short answers.  
E) Changing the grading system. You will not be graded with letters A*-G but numbers 9-1. The grade 9 is higher than the 

current A* grade.  
F) Making the topics in the GCSEs more difficult: some work that used to be taught at A-level is now part of the GCSEs. 

 

You need to understand that a much higher percentage of your overall marks will depend on how well you do in the exams at 
the end of year 11. For some of you, you might wish to combine some GCSE courses with some non-GCSE courses like BTECs, 
OCRs and V-Certs. There are advantages to doing this because non-GCSE courses still have coursework. This means you can be 
assessed throughout years 10 and 11, not just at the end. By mixing GCSEs with non GCSEs, you can spread the assessment 
load across the two years by completing coursework in the vocational courses and being able to bank these marks as you do 
them. This means that there will be less exams at the end of year 11 and so you can concentrate on those in the subjects 
where you are doing GCSEs. We are therefore offering 9 vocational courses: 

 

 ECDL 

 Engineering BTEC: 

 Food and Cooking V-Cert 

 Health & Social Care OCR National  

 ICT BTEC 

 Media OCR National: 

 Music Technology BTEC 

 Performing Arts BTEC 

 Sport Studies OCR National 

 

The Ebacc: the gold standard of academic achievement  
The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) is the status given to students who achieve a good pass in the following broad range of 
academic subjects: English, Maths, either Combined Sciences or two of the Triple Sciences,  a Foreign Language  and either 
Geography or History GCSE.  
 

If you wish to achieve the Ebacc then you will need to ensure that you choose a Foreign Language and either Geography or 
History on your options’ form. It is possible to do more Ebacc subjects than this, if you like. You could for example, choose both 
Geography and History rather than one or the other.  
 

Our advice to you on the Ebacc is this: if you want to keep open the option of applying to a more academic university to study a 
degree in any subject that is not based in design technology or the creative/performing arts then you need to do the Ebacc 
curriculum. Now that you will have no AS exams in year 12, the only grades you would have on your university application form 
would be your GCSE grades and these will therefore have a greater significance than previously in their decision in whether to 
offer you a place. They will expect to see the broad range of academic qualifications that constitutes the Ebacc and the other 
students who are applying for the same place that you are, will have them. By not choosing to do the Ebacc, you will therefore 
narrow your options later on. This is fine if you do not wish to go to an academic university to study a subject other than 
technology or the creative/performing arts. Because it can narrow down options later on, many schools have made the Ebacc 
compulsory for their students. We have not decided to do this but our expectation is that the majority of you will choose to do 
it.  
 

Balancing vocational and academic courses  
We would urge you not to see your curriculum as needing to be either academic or vocational. Most students have both 
elements to their curriculum, although they have different amounts of each. Students who do the full Ebacc of academic 
subjects, can and often do choose to also study a vocational course as well. In many cases they should—because they can bank 
the marks throughout the two years which means they have 1 less subject to revise two years’ worth of work in at the end of 
year 11. Students who choose two, three or four vocational courses will study academic subjects: Combined Sciences, English, 
Maths and either a Foreign Language, Geography or History. We believe that both vocational and academic courses have an 
important place on all students’ timetables. 



 

You must choose a subject from block C and then…. 
a) EITHER choose a subject from block B AND another subject from block E 
b) OR choose a subject from block D AND another subject from block F 
c) If you study ASDAN COPE in Y9 then you MUST choose your options from blocks D & F.  
 
Forbidden Combinations  

The government has issued clear guidance to schools about combinations of subjects that should not be taken (in 

order to keep your curriculum broad). We are following these guidelines. Therefore you can only do: 1 of the PE 

courses, 1 of the Food, courses, 1 of the Art courses (Art, Textiles, Photography)  1 of the Music Courses and 1 of 

the Media courses.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE COURSES ABOVE ARE THOSE THAT WE OFFER. ONLY COURSES THAT ATTRACT ENOUGH STUDENTS 
TO MAKE THEM VIABLE WILL ACTUALLY RUN. 

 

Your options form must be handed in to Mr Rule’s office, upstairs in main block, opposite La05 by the end of tutor 
time on Friday 27th January 2017. You will be asked to fill in your options electronically during the week 
beginning Monday 30th January, you will be provided with a copy of your options form to help you to do this 
providing it is in by the deadline. 
 

If you hand your options’ form in late, you are in danger of not getting your option choices. This is 
because those who get them in on time will be given priority in oversubscribed courses and because 

we will make decisions on which courses haven't attracted enough students to run without your 
choices being taken into account.   

 
Every year we have some parents who ask if we can move one of the subjects to another block to allow their child to have all 
of their preferred options, however we need to balance the choices made by any one student with those of the remaining 264 
if enough students request a change we will make it, please use the spaces on your options form to tell us which 3 options 
would have been your first choice if your combination does not fit, we do look at these carefully once all of the forms are in. 

    Option C 
    

  

          

  Art    Graphics   

  Business   Health & S/care OCR   

 Drama    History   

  ECDL   ICT BTEC    

  Engineering BTEC   Music    

 Ethics & Philosophy   PE    

    Textiles    Geography  

 

  Option B     Option D    

       

  Art     Engineering BTEC    

  Computing      Food V Cert    

  Food &   Nutrition      History    

  Geography      Media OCR   

  History      Resistant Materials   

  Resistant Materials      Sport OCR   

           

  Option E     Option F   

           

  Business      Art    

  Drama      ASDAN  

  History       Business    

  Media      Geography    

  Photography      Media OCR   

 Triple Science      Music Tech BTEC   

             


