
Curriculum Information 

Leaflet  

An explanation of the options process 

and the curriculum in Years 9, 10 & 11. 

 



We are asking you to make some decisions about your curriculum  
 
Curriculum decisions for year 9  
We would like you to tell us: 

 Which creative  and practical subjects would you like to study in year 9? 

 Would you like to study a second modern foreign language in year 9 - Spanish? 

 Which Sports would you like to study in the summer term of year 9? 
 
Provisional curriculum decisions for years 10 and 11 
We are also asking you to tell us: 

 Which optional courses would you like to study in years 10 and 11? 

  Would you like to study an extra course instead of Core PE—either Sport OCR or Performing Arts BTEC? 
 

We are asking  you about years 10 and 11 now because: 

 Your decisions about the year 9 curriculum will be affected by what you wish to study in years 10 and 11. There are 
many courses which you cannot study in years 10 and 11 if you have not studied them in year 9. There are some 
subjects you think you might want to do in years 10 and 11 which are new and which you might want to try out first, in 
year 9.  

 We will take the provisional choices you have made for years 10 and 11 from the long list of 24 subjects and arrange 
these into option blocks which can be timetabled for years 10 and 11. Rather than giving you pre-set option blocks or 
lists of subjects to choose from, we like to create the option blocks out of your provisional choices. This is because the 
popular combination of courses that students want to do varies from year group to year group.  

 
As you can see from the option form, we are asking you to make your provisional choices from a list like this: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We will take the information you have given us here to determine the option blocks or groups of subjects. This has to happen 
to create timetables for you in years 10 and 11. It is these blocks which will determine the combinations of courses that are 
and are not available. In January of year 9 we will have a 2nd option evening and you will finalise your choices from the blocks 
that have been created. So, the year 8 option list above will be turned into a set of blocks looking something like this for you to 
choose your final options from in year 9: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Option Block C 

Everyone will choose one subject out of the 12 that are in this list or block.  

Option Block B  

You will either choose 1 course from 

the 6 subjects that will be in block B 

AND 1 course from the 6 in block E 

 

Option Block D  

Or you will choose 1 course from the 6 

subjects that will be in block D AND 1 

course from the 6 in block F 

Option Block E Option Block F  

Art G.C.S.E.   History GCSE  

Business Studies OCR  ICT  

Business Studies G.C.S.E.  Media OCR  

Computing G.C.S.E.   Music G.C.S.E.  

Drama G.C.S.E.   Music Technology BTEC  

Engineering BTEC   P.E. G.C.S.E.  

Ethics and Philosophy G.C.S.E   Performing Arts BTEC  

Film Studies G.C.S.E.   Photography G.C.S.E  

Food Technology G.C.S.E.  Resistant Materials G.C.S.E.  

Food VCert   Spanish G.C.S.E  

Geography G.C.S.E.   Sport OCR  

Graphics G.C.S.E.   Textiles G.C.S.E  

Health & Social Care OCR   Triple Science G.C.S.E.  



To help you make these decisions... 
 You will find information about the content, skills and assessment methods for each course on our website: 

             http://www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/options-information/ 

 You will be able to talk to individual teachers who deliver these courses at our Options’ Evening for year 8 which is on 
Thursday 23rd March.  

 You will have a consultation evening on 27th April, after you have handed in your options on 3rd April. 

 You will have an options’ interview, following the consultation evening to discuss with a member of staff what you are 
thinking of doing and why. In this meeting, you will be able to change your choices as a result of consultation evening—
subject to available spaces for year 9 and freely for years 10 and 11.   

 You will have a 2nd options’ evening and interview in year 9. 

 This leaflet contains some further information to help you get the types and combinations of courses right.  
 

Different types of course 
 

GCSEs 
The government is changing GCSEs in order to make them much tougher. They are doing this by: 

 Ending coursework or controlled assessment in all subjects except for where vital parts of a subject can only be assessed 
through practical performance or creation. 

 Assessing most subjects through exams at the end of year 11 only. 

 Preventing you from re-sitting GCSEs—your first attempt will be the only grade that counts. The exception is in English and 
Maths where if you do not get a “good pass” in year 11, you must re-do them in year 12 and 13. 

 Requiring you to write longer answers to questions, rather than short answers. 

 Changing the grading system. You will not be graded with letters A*-G but numbers 9-1. The grade 9 is higher than the 
current A* grade. 

 Making the topics in the GCSEs more difficult: some work that used to be taught at A-level is now part of the GCSEs. 
 

Non-GCSEs 
You need to understand that a much higher percentage of your overall marks will depend on how well you do in the exams at the 
end of year 11. For some of you, you might wish to combine some GCSE courses with some non-GCSE courses like BTECs, OCRs 
and V-Certs. There are advantages to doing this because non-GCSE courses still have coursework. This means you can be assessed 
throughout years 10 and 11, not just at the end. By mixing GCSEs with non GCSEs, you can spread the assessment load across the 
two years by completing coursework in the vocational courses and being able to bank these marks as you do them. This means 
that there will be less exams at the end of year 11 and so you can concentrate on those in the subjects where you are doing GCSEs. 
We are therefore offering 8 vocational courses: 

 Business OCR 

 Engineering BTEC 

 Food and Cooking V-Cert 

 Health & Social Care OCR  

 Media OCR  

 Music Technology BTEC 

 Performing Arts BTEC 

 Sport Studies OCR  
The terms OCR, V-cert and BTEC all mean a non-GCSE course. They are trademarks for the qualifications offered by different exam 
boards.  
 
We would urge you not to see your curriculum as needing to be either academic or vocational. Most students have both elements 
to their curriculum, although they have different amounts of each. Students who do the full Ebacc of academic subjects, can and 
often do choose to also study a vocational course as well. In many cases they should—because they can bank the marks 
throughout the two years which means they have 1 less subject to revise two years’ worth of work in at the end of year 11. 
Students who choose two, three or four vocational courses will study academic subjects: Combined Sciences, English, Maths and 
either a Foreign Language, Geography or History. We believe that both vocational and academic courses have an important place 
on all students’ timetables. Two thirds of the current year 9 have chosen at least one vocational course as an option.  

 

Triple Science  
All of you will do Science in years 9, 10 and 11. For the large majority of you this will be Combined Science GCSEs. This qualification 
will be made up of units in Biology, Chemistry and Physics and will give you 2 GCSEs. It is possible for you to choose Triple Science 
as one of your options. This will “top up” the Science that you do in your normal Science lessons to give you three Science GCSEs—
you will not have Combined Science GCSE but GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. You do not have to study Triple Science to 
study the Sciences at A-Level. It is an option for those of you who really enjoy Science and are keen to have as much of it on your 
timetable as you can! Students who study Triple Science will have 9 periods per week.  
 
 



 

Combinations of courses  
The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) is the status given to students who achieve a good pass in the following broad range of 
academic subjects: English, Maths, either Combined Sciences or two of the Triple Sciences,  a Foreign Language  and either 
Geography or History GCSE.  

If you wish to achieve the Ebacc then you will need to ensure that you choose a Foreign Language and either Geography or 
History on your options’ form. It is possible to do more Ebacc subjects than this, if you like. You could for example, choose 
both Geography and History rather than one or the other.  

Our advice to you on the Ebacc is this: if you want to keep open the option of applying to a more academic university to 
study a degree in any subject that is not based in design technology or the creative/performing arts then you need to do the 
Ebacc curriculum. Now that you will have no AS exams in year 12, the only grades you would have on your university applica-
tion form would be your GCSE grades and these will therefore have a greater significance than previously in their decision in 
whether to offer you a place. They will expect to see the broad range of academic qualifications that constitutes the Ebacc 
and the other students who are applying for the same place that you are, will have them. By not choosing to do the Ebacc, 
you will therefore narrow your options later on. This is fine if you do not wish to go to an academic university to study a sub-
ject other than technology or the creative/performing arts. Because it can narrow down options later on, many schools have 
made the Ebacc compulsory for their students. We have not decided to do this but our expectation is that the majority of you 
will choose to do it.  

Managing expectations 
We are fortunate to be able to offer students a great deal of choice in their curriculum. However, it is important for students 
and parents to understand from the outset that students might not get all their preferred choices. This is because: 

 While we offer lots of courses for years 9, 10 and 11, only those attracting enough students to make viable groups will 
run. 

 Some courses will be oversubscribed. Not all students who have chosen them will be able to do them.  

 In year 8 when students make their provisional option choices for years 10 and 11, we give them a “free choice” of 
over 20 courses. There are literally hundreds of different combinations possible from choosing any 3 of 20 courses. No 
school, could offer all these combinations. We will give students a set of option blocks to finalise their options from 
when they are in year 9. This will offer a number of course combinations. The reason we give students a “free choice” 
in year 8 is because we create the option blocks out of this information. So, the option blocks that students make their 
final choices from in year 9  will have been made in such a way as to give the largest number of students in the year 
group all of their preferred courses from the year 8 provisional choices. So, not every student will be able to have 
their preferred combination of courses. 

 
We hope that as parents you are able to help us manage your son or daughter’s expectations and that in the event of them 
not getting all their preferred courses, you help us manage their disappointment. Should this happen, we will explain to them 
why and help them choose alternatives.  We will try hard to give them the reserve courses they have chosen in Y8 or any 
reserve courses they tell us they had in mind in Y9. It is very helpful when students and parents have considered a wider 
range of courses and have not got their heart set on a specific combination. It is not helpful when parents reinforce their 
child’s sense of entitlement to a specific combination and try to pressurise the school into changing its decisions so their child 
can have everything they want. Please note that we resist pressure of this nature, although we are always happy to explain 
the criteria we have used for not running a course or for allocating  limited spaces on an oversubscribed course. 
 

What happens next? 
Please come to the options’ evening on 23rd March. If, as parents or carers you are unable to come, please arrange for your 
son/daughter to come with a friend. It is very important that all students attend options’ evening.  
 
Do not wait until options’ evening to start thinking about this. You have three weeks first to give it thought and this will help 
you decide which subjects you will want to visit on Options’ Evening.  
 
The option forms need to be handed into Mr Rule’s office in the Languages corridor (opposite room La05) by end of tutor 
time on Monday 3rd April.  


