
Ringwood School Curriculum Policy  

Curriculum Vision & Aims  

No student should leave our school without knowing what their qualities and abilities are, without having 

achieved something worthwhile with them while they are with us and without a clear pathway to show them 

how they can further develop them when they leave us so that they can achieve something significant with 

their lives.  

In order to ensure that every student fulfils their potential, the curriculum must be characterised by: 

1) Relevance: learning experiences that are important or engaging to students; that enable them to make 

sense of the world around them, including preparation for life in 21st century Britain. 

2) Continuity and coherence: units of work that build on those that have preceded them and prepare 

students for those that are to follow so that progress can be both rapid and secure. 

3) Breadth: a curriculum that encompasses a wide range of skills and subjects.  

4) Balance: student timetables that give appropriate time for programmes of study to be successfully 

delivered. 

5) Differentiation: programmes of study that are tailored to meet the needs of different sub groups of 

students; supporting & challenging low attaining students to catch up, providing opportunities for more 

able students to examine subjects in greater depth & complexity. 

6) Enrichment: memorable experiences within and beyond the classroom that bring learning to life and life 

to learning. 

7) SMSC: a clear focus on developing students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness and 

understanding.  

8) Rigour: the curriculum will lead to qualifications that have value and worth in the eyes of colleges, 

universities and employers.  

9) Literacy, numeracy and PLTS:  a cross-curricular focus on the skills that underpin all learning. 

 

Key Stage 3: Years 7-8 

The purpose of the key stage 3 curriculum is to give students the experiences they need to discover where 

their interests and abilities lie. KS3 should be seen as a broad core entitlement of subjects spanning Maths, 

English, Science, humanities, performing arts, creative arts, languages, technology and physical & personal 

development. There are thirty 50-minute lessons per week and at KS3 these are divided between the 

different subjects as follows:  

Year 7 

English 4 

Maths 4 

Science 4 

French  3 

Geography  2 

History 2 

Technology  2 

ICT & Computing  2 

PE 3 

Art  1 

Drama  1 

Ethics & Philosophy 1 

Music  1 

 

Year 8 

English 4 

Maths 4 

Science 4 

French  3 

Geography  2 

History 2 

Technology  2 

ICT & Computing  1 

Learning to Learn 1 

PE 3 

Art  1 

Drama  1 

Ethics & Philosophy 1 

Music  1 

 



 

Technology is taught on a carousel curriculum model, with students studying Textiles, Food & Nutrition, 

Resistant Materials, Graphics, Music Technology and Control over the key stage.  

The Key Stage 3 curriculum is differentiated, to provide opportunities for those students who join behind in 

English and Maths to catch up. An integrated literacy curriculum is delivered to students joining the school 

on English NC Levels of 4C or below. This replaces the programmes of study in English, History, 

Geography and MFL. In year 7 it is made up of 4 periods of literacy in English, 4 periods of literacy through 

Humanities, one period of SEAL and a reduced MFL timetable. In year 8, it is made up of 4 periods of 

literacy through English, 2 periods of literacy through Humanities and one period of SEAL. Once year 7 

students are able to produce NC level 5C work regularly, they are re-integrated into the mainstream 

curriculum.  

The PSHE curriculum (Life Choices) is taught in tutor times and through curriculum days. There are two 

and half hours of tutor time per week – half an hour each morning.  

Year 9: Transition Year   

The year 9 curriculum enables students to move away from the National Curriculum of Key Stage 3 to the 

GCSE and BTEC courses of Key Stage 4. Although students won’t start their GCSE & BTEC courses until 

year 10, they will make provisional choices about what these courses might be while they are in year 8. This 

is because a large percentage of the year 9 curriculum allows students to undertake preparation work for 

GCSEs in subject areas they are thinking about doing in years 10 and 11. So year 9 should be seen as a 

transition year where students begin to develop GCSE skills without actually starting their GCSE courses. 

Because students experience these GCSE foundation units in year 9, they are in a strong position in the 

spring term of year 9 to then review the provisional choices they made in year 8. This will mean that students 

in year 9 will have a highly personalised curriculum which will be based on their individual interests and 

abilities and one that will be unique to them.  

  

The year 9 curriculum is made up of 8 learning areas: English, Maths, Science, ICT, Languages, PE, 

Creativity and Humanities. In order to ensure that all students continue to experience a broad curriculum, all 

students will study all 8 learning areas. However, in order to personalise their experience, they will be able to 

choose the courses they do in some of these areas. This will allow them to study courses that relate to their 

individual interests, abilities and plans for further study in years 10 and 11. This approach will mean that 

students will be able to: 

1. Drop some of the subjects that they are certain they do not want to do a qualification in when they get 

to years 10 and 11 so that they can... 

2. Spend more time on the subjects they are thinking about doing qualifications in when they get to 

years 10 and 11. 

3. Continue to experience a broad range of subjects, which keep their options open about what they will 

continue to study in years 10 and 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 9 

English 4 

Maths 4 

Science 5 

French  3 

Humanities 1 2 

Humanities 2 2 

Creativity 1 2 

Creativity 2 2 

PE 3 

Life Choices   1 

Ethics & Philosophy 1 

ICT 1 

 

For Humanities, students must continue with either History or Geography and they can then choose to do 

both or to combine their preferred one of these 2 subjects with Business or a second foreign language.  

 

In Creativity, students choose 4 subjects from the following list and have two lessons per week for half the 

year in each one: Art, Art Textiles, Engineering, Media, Graphics, Music, Music Technology, Food, Resistant 

Materials and Drama.  

 

Key Stage 4: Years 10-11 

The KS4 curriculum aims to pair a rigorous core curriculum of essential academic subjects with a 

personalised curriculum which students can create from a rich array of optional courses that appeal to their 

interests and aspirations. The purpose of the KS4 curriculum is therefore to prepare students for life, work, 

citizenship and further study.  

The thirty 50-minute lessons are divided up between subjects as follows: 

Years 10 and 11 

English Language & Literature GCSEs 5 

Maths GCSE 4 

Combined Sciences GCSE 6 

Foreign Language GCSE 3 

Guided Study 1 

Core PE 2 

Option 1 3 

Option 2 3 

Option 3 3 

 

Invited students can replace a Foreign Language and Guided Study for either Geography or History GCSE. 

Students can choose to use Core PE time and Guided Study time to complete the OCR National in Sport & 

Fitness.  

Students can choose their 3 options from a wide variety of courses: Art GCSE, Art Textiles GCSE, Art 

Photography GCSE, Business Studies GCSE, Drama GCSE, Ethics & Philosophy GCSE, Engineering 

BTEC, Food & Nutrition GCSE, Food V-cert, Geography GCSE, German GCSE, Graphics GCSE, History 

GCSE, ICT BTEC, ICT Computing GCSE, Media GCSE, Media OCR National, Music GCSE, Music 

Technology BTEC, PE GCSE, Psychology GCSE, Resistant Materials GCSE, Spanish GCSE, Sport & 

Fitness OCR National, Triple Science GCSEs. 



This programme of optional subjects is offered to: 

1) Span a wide range of subjects so that all students are able to access courses that relate to their 

interests and which prepare them for their desired futures.  

2) Provide a choice of assessment frameworks so that students can achieve well because the way they 

are assessed matches the way they personally prefer to work (whether this is through exams, 

coursework, projects, portfolios, practicals or a combination of these).  

3) Give students the opportunity to specialise in curriculum areas they care most about. The core and 

compulsory element of the curriculum provides students with six academic qualifications (English 

Language, English Literature, Maths, Combined Sciences and either a MFL or EBacc Humanities). This 

offers breadth as well as academic rigour. Therefore students are given a high degree of freedom in 

choosing their 3 optional subjects. The option blocks are not pre-determined for the year 9 students to 

choose from but are created anew every year, out of the provisional choices they made in year 8. This 

means they could combine courses within a curriculum area, such as performing arts (Music, Drama), 

creative arts (Art, Media), Technology (Resistant Materials, Engineering, Graphics), Humanities (e.g. 

Ethics & Philosophy, Geography, History), Languages (French, German, Spanish). The discounting 

codes from the Department of Education do apply to students choosing options to ensure that 

specialisation does not become duplication.  

A small group of approximately 16 students will be able to access work experience placements and have 

this accredited through the ASDAN Employability course. 

Students’ PSHE is taught through the 2 and a half hours of weekly tutor time and through curriculum 

enrichment days. 

Targeted students will have their Guided Study lesson turned into an intervention class for either English, 

Maths or Science.  

All students will be able to access the full E-bacc if they and their parents choose to. No student will be 

compelled to study the full E-bacc. The school strongly recommends that students who might want to keep 

open the possibility of studying at a Russell group university should complete the full Ebacc by choosing 

Geography or History GCSE in addition to the core subjects of English, Maths, Foreign Languages and 

Science.  

Key Stage 5: Years 12-13 

In the sixth form students undertake specialised study of four subjects at AS and three subjects at A-level. 

Students who have completed some AS Maths units in year 11 are able to study five subjects at AS and 

four at A-level. A broad range of subjects is offered which will equip students with the entrance 

requirements for any university course.  

A wide variety of courses is offered: Art, Biology, Business, Chemistry, Economics, English Language, 

English Literature, Ethics & Philosophy, French, Geography, Geology, Graphics, Health & Social Care, 

History, Computer Science, BTEC ICT, Maths, Media, Music, Music Technology, Photography, PE, 

Physics, BTEC Production, Psychology, Resistant Materials, Sociology, Spanish, BTEC Sport, Textiles, 

Theatre Studies. 

Subjects are allocated to an option block system which is driven by the students’ own choices.  

Each subject is taught for 6 periods per week and all students are expected to undertake private study in 

each of their subjects on a weekly basis.  

The requirement for entry into the sixth form is: All AS/A-Level courses require at least three GCSE grade 

Bs and three grade Cs. In addition, the following subjects have specific GCSE grade requirements: 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics: B grade or better in Additional Science and Mathematics. 

Students may only choose AS/A-level Physics if you also choose AS/A-level Mathematics. 

Mathematics: B grade or better in Mathematics (higher tier).  



French or Spanish: B grade or better in the appropriate language 

Music Technology: B grade or better in Music (if taken) and grade 3 theory 

In addition to the study of A-levels or BTECs, a full enhancement programme is offered which gives 

students the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills. This is given through sixth form assembly, PSHE 

and visiting speakers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


