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The Year 9 Curriculum:  the diagram below shows the curriculum that you will follow in year 9, together with 

the number of lessons you will receive each week for these subjects: 
 

 

 

 

We are asking you to tell us which two creative subjects you would prefer to do in year 9, whether you would like 

to study a second foreign language instead of either Geography or History and whether you would like to study Per-

forming Arts instead of two of your three PE times.  

Creativity preferences: you will have two double lessons per week of creativity. We would like you to tell us 

what you would prefer to do in each of these double lessons from the list below. We are asking you to rank the op-

tions below in order of your preference. You will study one of these in a double lesson for the whole year and you 

will study a second one in the other double lesson for the whole year.  

 Art Pathway 

 Art with Fashion Design Pathway 

 Drama Pathway  

 Food Pathway 

 Music with Music Technology Pathway 

 Technology Pathway (Engineering, Graphics and Resistant Materials)  
 

The Art and the Art with Art Textiles options are a banned combination because students would be duplicating 

units of Art if they did both. 

PE and Performing Arts: for PE, your timetable will have 1 double lesson and 1 single lesson in year 9 and 1 

double lesson in years 10-11. We do offer suitable students the opportunity to study the BTEC in Performing Arts or 

the Sports OCR in PE time. For Sport this begins in year 10. For Performing Arts it begins in year 9; it is a course in 

musical theatre, encompassing Dance, Drama and Music. Students who study this course will use their double PE 

lesson in year 9, and will therefore have 1 single lesson of PE in year 9. We are asking you to tell us if you would like 

to be considered for the Performing Arts BTEC. If you do this, then you would still be able to do a sports qualifica-

tion in years 10-11 using option block time.  

Foreign Languages and Humanities: all of you will continue to study French and the Humanities’ subjects 

in year 9. The government has specified that  75% of students nationally should be studying in years 10-11 the full 

English Baccalaureate as part of their curriculum. This is made up of: 

 English Literature and English Language GCSEs 

 Maths GCSE 

 Combined Science GCSEs or Triple Science GCSEs 

 A Foreign Language GCSE  

 Either Geography GCSE or History GCSE.  
 

To study any one of these subjects in years 10-11 you need to have studied it in year 9. English, Maths and Science 

are compulsory lessons on your timetable in years 9-11. There is an element of choice in foreign languages and hu-

manities. We are therefore asking you to tell us what your preference for year 9 is, out of the following: 

 The combination of French, Geography and History:  

 The combination of French, Geography and Spanish:   

 The combination of French, History and Spanish:  

Because of staffing constraints there will be a maximum of 1 class for each of the last 2 options here. Therefore, the 

large majority of you will continue with French, Geography and History.  
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How to decide what your preferred subjects are: whilst it is important that you prioritise subjects 

that you enjoy, you should also think about the following factors: 
A) Which subjects teach the skills that you will find most useful later on in life. 

B) Which subjects will best enable you to achieve highly with the talents that you have.  

C) Which subjects match most closely your preferred style of learning.  
 

Please don’t prioritise a subject because you are hoping to get a particular teacher or be with particular friends as 
there is not guarantee that you will get that teacher or be in the same group as your friends.  
 

How to tell us your preferences: your options form must be filled in electronically by the end of tutor time 

on Friday 25th May. Most students will be able to do this at home. However, your welcome to use the computers in 

the LRC to do this. If you have any problems, please come to a support session which will take place in computer 

rooms during tutor time, bringing with you your options information. You will be notified on when these will take 

place. If you have not managed to complete it before you come to school there will be a catch up session during 

tutor on that morning for anyone who had had problems logging in we do not anticipate that many students will 

need this last minute session please fill in your form in advance.  

 

Instructions for filling in your form: you must complete the form in 1 session or you will lose your 

changes and need to start again. It takes 5 mins approximately. 
 

You will have received an email from Miss Parker inviting you to join a Google class called “Options Y8”; either click 

the link in this email or go to: www.classroom.google.com  

The email address to sign in with is NOT your usual school email it is your network user name followed by the rest 

of the school email address after the @  an example is: jonesb@ringwood.hants.sch.uk the password is your usual 

school password.  

Join the class called “Options Y8” and open the class. 

Click on the link to the document called “Y8 options 2017-18”and fill in the form. 

Make sure you press submit, a copy of the choices you made will be emailed to you. 

If you change your mind before the deadline then just log back in and make the changes you want, the form will 
remember your choices, you must go to the end of the form and resubmit it if you make any changes.  
 

Where to get additional guidance: this booklet contains information which will explain to you what you 

will study in year 9 for the different subjects on offer.  

Your subject teachers will be able to talk to you in your lessons about the year 9 courses. Most of the subjects on 

offer for year 9 are ones you currently study and have studied since you joined us in year 7. You will therefore 

already know what they are like. There are two exceptions to this: Spanish and Performing Arts. Your French 

teacher will give you more information about Spanish and your Drama and/or Music teacher will be able to give 

you more information about Performing Arts.  

You will have an individual meeting with Miss Parker who will discuss with you the preferences you have told us 

and where you will be able to ask any further questions which might make you change your order.  

You will able to come and ask Miss Parker or Mr Rule any questions about the subjects and the preferences. Their 

office is opposite La5 and La6 in the main block. Parents, you are also able to discuss your son or daughter’s 

preferences with Mr Rule or Miss Parker and can contact them by phone on 01425 475000 or by email on 

jo.parker@ringwood.hants.sch.uk or ben.rule@ringwood.hants.sch.uk.  

In previous years, students in year 8 have been asked to also tell us what they are thinking about studying for their 

options in years 10-11. As such, they have had an options’ evening. However, we have changed our procedure. 

Students’ decision making about years 10-11 will now take place entirely in year 9 and as such we are not operating 

an options’ evening for year 8 students.  



Limited spaces and oversubscribed subjects: the demand for spaces in different subjects does vary 

enormously year to year. Although we work very hard to respond to these changes by increasing or decreasing the 

number of spaces available in different subjects, there are limits in how far we can do this. In particular, there are 

limits to the number of students who can be in some subjects for health and safety reasons and there are limits to the 

number of groups we can run due to the availability of specialist rooms and teachers. This means that there could be 

too few spaces in a subject for the number of students who wish to study it. In these circumstances, we allocate the 

limited spaces using the following criteria: 
 

1) Students who have shown a strong commitment to a subject area. There are two ways of demonstrating this 

commitment. This means a student who has received a scholar award for that subject area; it also means a 

student who has consistently undertaken extra-curricular activities that relates closely to the subject such as 

entering a competition or joining a club.   

2) The remaining students who wish to study it will then be ranked according to the number of detentions they 

have been set for any reason across the school. The spaces will be allocated to students starting with those who 

have received the least, until the remaining spaces have been filled.  

3) If there is a tie for spaces because multiple students have the same number of detentions, then students will be 

ranked according to the number of achievement points they have been given across the school.  

This criteria has been created to reinforce some very important messages: in the world of work, it is those who work 

hard, arrive on time, meet deadlines, show respect, get involved and do the right thing who get rewarded. This same 

criteria will be used when students make their option choices in year 9 for years 10-11.  

 

Other reasons  why you might not get all you have asked for: sadly, we can’t afford to run classes 

with low numbers of students. All subjects run on condition of attracting sufficient numbers.  
 

We can’t guarantee that every combination of creativity options will be possible. It might be that there is only one 

group needed for two subjects and they have to take place at the same time.  
 

Parents, we hope you are able to help us manage your son or daughter’s expectations and that in the event of them 

not getting all their preferred courses, you help us manage their disappointment. It is not helpful when parents 

reinforce their child’s sense of entitlement to a specific combination and try to pressurise the school into changing 

decisions about groups, option blocks and courses not running so their child can have everything they want. Please 

note that we resist pressure of this nature, although we are always happy to explain the criteria we have used for not 

running a course or for allocating  limited spaces on an oversubscribed course.  

 

Changes to the two sides of the year: in order to maximise the number of students who get all their 

wishes, we use students’  preferences as one of the factors that helps us decide which side of the year you will be on. 

For example, students wishing to do the French-Geography-Spanish combination might be on one side of the year and 

those wishing to do French-History-Spanish might be on the other. Similarly, if there are only enough students for one 

group of a creativity option then that can’t be on both sides. It might be that your Languages and Humanities 

preference only takes place on one side of the year, whilst your preferred combination of creativity subjects only takes 

place on the other. For this reason, we would also like you to tell us whether your creativity or Languages-Humanities’ 

choice is more important to you.  
 

Whichever side of the year you are on, you will remain in the same tutor group with the same students in it as you 

currently are: the tutor groups won’t change but we will simply split the year using student preferences rather than 

tutor groups. The year will be split differently again for years 10 and 11.  
 

Whilst we appreciate that this can be unsettling and that you would prefer to be with your friends in your classes, 

students nearly always find this is a great opportunity to make new friends (who have interests in the same subjects 

that you do) and to become re-acquainted with old friends from junior school.  



Information to help you rank the creativity options according to your preference:  

Art Year 9 Pathway: the Art pathway will be embedded in the Textile Pathway. Many of the skills 

cross over, so that if you wish to pursue a more Art based approach later in the course you can. 

You will build skills, techniques and confidence so that you will be prepared for GCSE Art should you 

choose to continue your studies in Y10. You will explore: 

 Drawing,  

 Printmaking,  

 Painting,  

 Digital work/photography  

You will also study artists and art movements. Your given theme will be ‘Surfaces’, and you will be able to 

pursue your own ideas around this theme as the course progresses. 

You will then be asked to produce a final outcome based on your personal investigations. 

The Year 9 course will be a taster for GCSE Art and Design which requires you to respond creatively to a 

set theme, use a variety of art materials, to show your influences and to demonstrate the development 

of ideas.  

 

Art and Fashion Design Year 9 Pathway: in the Textile Art & Fashion Design pathway you will have 

one double lesson per week throughout the year. 

The theme for the project is Surfaces.  You will start by exploring the theme through looking at artists 

and designers, drawing, taking photographs and experimenting.  You will develop your ideas in response 

to the theme to produce a personal outcome, whether that is fashion, interior or art textiles. 

You will learn new skills and techniques, build your confidence and it will be an excellent foundation for 

taking GCSE in Y10. 



Drama  Year 9 Pathway: If you choose the Drama pathway you will have one double lesson per week 

throughout the year.  The course is suitable for all students. You will explore a range of genres and styles 

of drama throughout the year. You will explore various techniques and learn how to structure work for 

performance. This course is different to Performing Arts as you will be focusing solely on acting and how 

to further your knowledge on ways to structure and create your own work. 

 

You will cover a range of topics. 

 Scripted work.  

 Devised project.  

 Understanding and evaluating live theatre. 
 

Many students who have followed the Year 9 Drama course decide to take GCSE Drama which includes: 

performance of scripts, devising from stimuli and watching live theatre.  
 

You do not have to take Drama just because you want to be an actor. Drama offers you the chance to    

develop skills in the following areas, which are transferable to other subjects: 

 Team work  

 Communication skills 

 Social skills  

 Leadership  

 Creative thinking  

 Negotiation  

 Self-awareness 

 Language skills  

 

Food Year 9 Pathway: If you choose the Food pathway you will have one double lesson per week 

throughout the year.  The course is suitable for all students. You will explore a range of cooking theory 

and practical skills throughout the year. You investigate the use of ingredients within a recipe and learn 

various cooking techniques to produce highly skilled dishes. The aim is that you expand your knowledge 

and understanding of food and nutrition by cooking every week in order to plan and create your own 

dishes. 

You will cover a range of topics. 

 Nutrition. 

 Raising agents.  

 The functions of eggs in cookery. 

 Foods from around the world. 
 

Many students who have followed the Year 9 Food and Nutrition course decide to take GCSE Food prepa-

ration and Nutrition or Vcert in food and Cookery. For both courses you would cook or carry out a food 

experiment every week. 
 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition includes: nutrition and food safety, food provenance and food in-

vestigations. 

Vcert in Food and Cookery includes: government guidelines, food safety and hygiene; factors affecting 

food choice and menu planning.  



You do not have to take a Food course just because you want to be a chef or dietician. A food course 

offers you the chance to develop skills in the following areas: 

 A life skill - cooking 

 Team work 

 Creative thinking 

 Independence 

 Offers avenues into all sectors of the catering industry 

 

Music and Music Technology Year 9 Pathway: If you choose the Music and Music Technology 

pathway you will have one double lesson per week throughout the year. The course is suitable for all stu-

dents. You do not need to be able to play an instrument or read music to take this pathway. You will use 

a variety of music programs including Ignite and Cubase to compose, sequence, record and perform mu-

sic in range of different styles. 

During the year the topics covered will include: 

 Film and TV Music 

 Pop music performance 

 Song writing  

 Music for special occasions 

 Audio recording 

 Creating a remix 

Many students who have followed the Year 9 Music and Music Technology course decide to take either 

Music GCSE or BTEC Music (Technology) as they have gained in skills and confidence.  

Edexcel GCSE Music includes: performing, composing and listening. 

BTEC Music (Technology) includes: the Music industry, managing a Music product, composition, audio re-

cording and sequencing. 

 

Technology Year 9 Pathway: If you choose the Technology pathway you will have one double lesson 

per week throughout the year.  

You will explore a range of areas in technology that will prepare you with appropriate skills, knowledge 

and understanding ready to undertake a GCSE in either Resistant Materials, Graphics and or Engineering. 

This will be delivered through a sequence of mini projects lasting a half term each and will focus on the 

following key areas; 

 Iterative design  

 2D & 3D CAD  

 CAM – Laser cutting, 3D printing & vinyl cutting 

 Workshop skills – metals, woods, plastics, textiles 

 Graphic Design – Adobe Illustrator 

 Packaging design and smart materials 



Many students who study Technology at year 9 choose to continue onto a GCSE or BTEC and some pursue 

into the sixth form to study an A level in Product Design. Opting for Technology will also give you exclu-

sive opportunities to get involved in our department’s extracurricular opportunities such as; 

 Race Car Club – design, build and race an electric powered go kart – new 2018 

 Design and build of a pedal car 

 Soroptimist International STEM Challenge (Ringwood winners 2017, 2018) 

 Bournemouth Rotary Technology Tournament (Ringwood winners and runners up 2018) 

 

The Year 9 course is suitable for all students and If you opt for Technology you will be given the oppor-

tunity to do the following; 

 Be creative 

 Solve real problems 

 Learn skills that you use in a future job 

 Learn about the effects of products on the environment  

 Find out how products are made and work 

 Make things using different materials 

 Make a finished product to take home 

 Broaden your mind about the world, people and the environment 

 

Information to help you decide if you would like to be considered for performing 

Arts in PE time: If you choose the BTEC Performing Arts Musical Theatre you will have one double 

lesson per week throughout the year instead of your double PE lesson. The course is suitable for any stu-

dent who enjoys learning about musicals and acting, singing and dancing. The course is mostly practical 

and involves a lot of dance and movement in Year 9. 

You will learn: 

 The history of musical theatre  

 How and why productions are made -  onstage and backstage 

 The roles of the actor, dancer and singer  

 The roles of producer, director, choreographer, stage manager, designer and technical roles like 

lighting, sound, costume and make-up 

 technique to be a successful actor, dancer and singer  

 Performing in different styles and evaluating your own performance; target setting and working to-

wards achieving these targets  

 Theatre visits 

You will cover the following musicals: Cats, Oklahoma! Grease, Oliver! The Lion King  



Information to help you decide if you would like to study Spanish instead of either 

Geography or History : Year 9 Spanish has a communicative and active approach.  

Students will learn how to give and obtain information using the target language on a range of topic 

areas. They will be working towards being able to complete the following skills:  

 In Listening & Reading: Understanding key classroom commands, recognising the present, preterit 

and the immediate future tenses, understanding longer passages containing opinions and 

justifications with both familiar and unfamiliar language from authentic sources. 

  In Speaking & Writing: Responding to a range of questions including the present, preterit and 

immediate future tense, developing longer answers/sentences using connectives and time phrases 

and including descriptions, opinions and justifications.  

 Translation: Translating familiar sentences and short paragraphs into both Spanish and English. · 

Pronunciation: Developing the accuracy of pronunciation and intonation. 


