
Revising for English Language Paper 1

Session Aims

1. To help parents know the demands of the 

reading section of English Language Paper 1 

- mock on Monday 24th November.

2. To give advice about how to use AI to aid 

revision for Language Paper 1.



What exams will your child take?

Literature Paper 2
Year 10 / Year 11 
(Feb '26 Mock)

Literature Paper 1
Year 10 

(June '25 Mock)

Language Paper 1
Year 11

(November '25 Mock)

Language Paper 2
Year 11

(March '26 Mock)



Revision Resources:

- Student booklet

- Past Papers

- Sparx Reader

- ChatGPT

- Online revision videos

This is  the 
main one!



https://sparxreader.com/

Login details

Student email 
address + school 
password

Teachers can setup 
set texts on Sparx.

https://sparxreader.com/


Sparx  Example



Past papers should be made available to your children on Teams.

Mr Fermor’s class example below!











F – Fisher’s lifestyle

T – Fisher’s thoughts on books

F – Fisher’s reaction to story





Q1







Q1

Q2





Harris describes how ‘stories ran like gazelles and 
pounced like tigers, and exploded like rockets’. Here, 
Harris suggests stories of the past were both 
unpredictable and exciting to read. The use of the 
simile ‘like gazelles’ captures both the pace and 
beauty of these stories, as well with the noun ‘gazelle’ 
implying that stories can take your mind to exotic 
destinations far from home. In addition, Harris’s use 
of the polysyndentic list helps emphasise the 
diversity of stories of old, which ‘illuminate minds’.
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Students can use these red words as a scaffold 
for further analytical practice. 

This could be applied to Literature analysis too:

[Author] describes…

[quotation]

Here,… [explanation]

The use of.. [analysis of method]

In addition, [further analysis for ‘detail’]





Q1

Q2

Q4





Fisher’s reaction extreme?



Given Mr Fisher’s vast experience and commitment to the job, I 

would argue that the seemingly extreme reaction can be explained 

by how rare an event a story such as Tibbet’s is for Mr Fisher.

 At the start of this section, Harris describes how Tibbet’s 

‘had obviously done part of the homework on the bus’. Here, Harris 

lays the ground for Mr Fisher’s later surprise when the story is 

good, which helps to partly explain why the reaction seems so 

extreme. The use of the adverb ‘obviously’ helps disguise the story’s 

likely brilliance early in this section to add to the surprise later on.

4. For this question focus on the second part of the source, from line 25 to the 
end.

In this part of the source, Mr Fisher’s reaction could be seen to be extreme. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

In your response, you could: 

• Consider Mr Fisher’s reactions in this part of the story
• Comment on the methods the writer uses to present Mr Fisher as being 

excited
• Support your response with references to the text



3. You now need to think about the structure of the source as a whole.

This text is from the beginning of a novel.

How has the writer structured the text to create a sense of excitement?

You could write about:

• How excitement has increased or decreased by the end of the source
• How the writer uses structure to create an effect
• The writer’s use of any other structural features, such as changes in mood, tone or 

perspective.

Warning – this question can wreck 
timing in the exam! 

This is our sacrificial lamb!!!



Q1

Q2

Q4



Q1

Q2

3. You now need to think about the structure of the source as a whole.

This text is from the beginning of a novel.

How has the writer structured the text to create a sense of excitement?

Your question 3 structure is given to you in Q1, Q2 and Q4:

Q1: Mr Fisher and his setting

Q2: Mr Fisher’s views on stories of the past.

Q3: Mr Fisher’s reaction to Tibbet’s story.

 Initially, Harris focuses on Mr Fisher’s mundane life in a ‘terraced house’ 
and his school ‘routine’ of forty years where he marks at the ‘weekend’. This is 
used as a contrast to the ‘nugget’ he finds later adding to the reader’s sense of 
excitement when there is a change to his normal routine.
 Harris then builds excitement by focusing on Mr Fisher’s passionate 
attitude to the ‘golden’ stories of the past, which leads the reader to wonder how 
he might feel if he got one in his next pile of marking.
 The final focus on Tibbet’s essay completes the building of excitement 
with Mr Fisher beign caused to ‘sweat’ by its brilliance.





ChatGPT – the final taboo!

If you don’t hop on board the AI train, you’ll be left 
behind while others fly ahead!













Improved version
The sun had fought all morning to break through the stubborn grey, managing only to scatter a 
few thin beams across the fields. They glimmered faintly, more decoration than warmth. The air 
clung cold to every surface, the kind of chill that seeps into your sleeves and stays there. A slow, 
uncertain breeze stirred the browning leaves, and for a moment they shivered—as though even 
nature was waiting for something to change.

Evaluation of improvements
1.Stronger vocabulary and imagery – Words like “fought,” “stubborn,” and “glimmered” add 
energy and personify the weather, giving it more character and tension.
2.Greater precision and rhythm – Varying sentence length (short and long) creates a more 
natural, engaging flow, drawing attention to key details.
3.Mood and atmosphere – The revision develops the sense of stillness and anticipation more 
vividly, helping the reader feel the cold and the waiting world.
4.Consistency of tone – The imagery is cohesive: each sentence reinforces the theme of quiet 
struggle between warmth and cold.

Mr F’s three writing targets for next time
1.Experiment with figurative language – Use personification or metaphor to make the setting 
feel alive (e.g. “the sun fought,” “the breeze whispered”).
2.Vary sentence length for effect – Combine short, punchy sentences with longer, descriptive 
ones to create rhythm and emphasis.
3.Focus on sensory detail – Try to include not just what is seen, but what is felt, heard, or even 
smelled, to deepen the atmosphere.



Below is a Question 2 response to the AQA English 
Language GCSE Paper 1. I have then copied a student 
response to this beneath it. Beneath that are the 
assessment criteria for the language question. 

Could you: 

(1) mark it out of 8 using the assessment criteria 
(2) write an improved response 
(3) evaluate the changes you made 
(4) give the students two targets for improvement 



If there are few moments in life that come as clear 
and as pure as ice, when the mountain breathed back 
at her, Zoe knew that she had trapped one such 
moment and that it could never be taken away. 
Everywhere was snow and silence. Snow and silence; 
the complete arrest of life; a rehearsal and pre-echo 
of death. She pointed her skis down the hill. They 
looked like weird talons of brilliant red and gold in the 
powder snow as she waited, ready to swoop. I am 
alive, I am an eagle. 

How does Joyce use language here to describe 
Zoe’s feelings?



Student Attempt 

Joyce describes Zoe's feelings as at peace and not afraid, so the readers can 
feel her connection to the moment she is in. 

Joyce portrays how Zoe is at one with nature when she writes ‘few moments in 
life that come as clear and pure as ice, when the mountain breathed back at 
her.’ Here, Joyce is suggesting that Zoe feels a sense of connection to the 
mountain because of how peaceful it is. The use of personification of ‘the 
mountain breathes back at her’ implies that Zoe feels a connection to the 
mountain that they are sharing a special moment together. In addition, the 
verb ‘trapped’ shows Zoe feels as if she is taking in the moment around her and 
storing it as a memory. 

Also, Joyce reveals Zoe's thoughts before she skis down the mountain. When 
she writes, ‘I am alive. I am an eagle’. Here, Joyce suggests Zoe's confidence 
about soaring down the mountain. 









And finally…



Your children will do better in 
ALL their GCSEs – but 
especially English – if they are 
regular readers.

Fact.



Please give us some 
feedback on Yr 11 
Revision Evening!
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