
Ringwood School Year 11 
Revision Evening

How to revise for
GCSE Media Studies



What’s being assessed?

There are TWO exams at the end of Year 11 and 
ONE NEA coursework unit. 

The exams assess understanding of the theoretical 
framework: Media Language, Representation, 
Industry, and Audience. These frame all analysis for 
meaning, explaining industry practice, and 
considering audience targeting. 

Most questions are based on the 18 Close Study 
Products (CSPs) taught across the course, so 
accurate recall and understanding of all CSPs are 
vital. However, particular attention should be paid 
to the in-depth formats of TV, Newspapers, Online 
Media & Video Games. 

Media Paper 1 was our mock 
focus for year 10



How to help- what can parents and 
carers do?
The mock at the start of December will be their first attempt at a paper 2, so there will be less CSP’s 
BUT they will need to be covered in much more depth.

Evident from year 10 mocks that students did not spend enough time revising the CSPs in enough 
detail. They should be able to accurately describe the form, content, context and audience from 
memory.

In addition to revising the content of CSPs, students need to be fluent in key terminology both to 
access the higher mark bands, but also to understand what they are being asked in the question:

e.g. ‘Social and cultural contexts have always influenced the 
representation of young characters in television drama.’
How far do you agree with this statement?

The handout has a QR code 
that takes you to the exam 
board glossary →



Preparing for the November mocks

• Covered 5 CSPs in Y10 (Paper 1 mock)

• Dec mock will be paper 2 so focus is TV & 
Newspapers.

• The Paper starts with a viewing of a short 
3-minute scene that students need to 
respond to.

• TV & Newspapers are both covered in 
Y11 before the mock so should be fresh 
in memory, but students still need to 
ensure they fully understand the industry 
and historical context as well as know the 
products well enough to discuss and 
analyse them without being able to look 
at them.



What are the CSP’s?
As students will need to refer to their CSPs in almost all exam questions, they will 
need a detailed and robust knowledge and understanding of all 18 CSP products. 
These are listed below, and all students will need to ensure they revise all the areas 
being examined for each CSP. 

Format Focus* Contexts** Product
TV LRIA H,S,C His Dark Materials (2020) BBC TV. Series 2, Episode 1: The City of 

Magpies.
TV LRIA H,S,C Doctor Who (1963) BBC TV. Episode 1: An Unearthly Child
Newspaper LRIA S,C,P Daily Mirror
Newspaper LRIA S,C,P The Times
Online LRIA H,S,C Marcus Rashford 
Online LRIA H,S,C Kim Kardashian
Game LRIA H,S,C Blackpink The Game
Game LRIA H,S,C Lara Croft Go (2015)
Advertising LR S,C Galaxy chocolate TV Advert (2014)
Advertising LR S,C NHS Represent 
Advertising LR H,S,C,P OMO Print advert: Woman’s Own magazine, 5 May 1955
Radio IA H,S,C,P Radio 1 Launch Day: Tony Blackburn Sept 1967
Radio IA H,S,C Kiss Breakfast on KISS Radio
Film I H,S,C Black Widow (dir. Cate Shortland 2021)
Film I H,S,C I, Daniel Blake (dir Ken Loach, 2016)
Magazine LR S,C Cover of Tatler, January 2021
Magazine LR S,C Cover of Heat, 21 November 2020
Music Video IA H,S,C Arctic Monkeys: I Bet You Look Good on the Dance Floor (2005)
Music Video IA H,S,C BlackPink: How You Like That (dir. Seo Hyun-seung), 2020

*Focus L=Language, R=Representation, I=Industry, A=Audience

**Contexts H= Historical, S=Social, C=Cultural, P=Political

Students have links to access ALL CSP’s 
online, including the full episodes of both 
TV CSPs.

But watching them is not enough – they 
will need to be able to discuss the focus 
theoretical area (e.g. How Representation 
is constructed?)

AND the relevant contexts (e.g. what is the 
significance of the BBC being a Public 
Service Broadcaster?)



Resources available to your child:

They will have a revision guide specifically 
for the mocks which breaks down exactly 
how to approach the exam.

What typical question types are looking for 
in the response

As well as some guide questions

and case study support



Resources available to your child:

They will also have a breakdown of 
how each CSP relates to the 
theoretical framework (RAIL).

They should use these to ensure they 
have all the necessary context and 
content, as well as clear links to the 
influence of industry and audiences.



Resources available to your child:
• The most effective resource to use is their own class notes which are accessible

online through Teams or OneNote. Lessons are sequenced to aid in quick recap 
and they also include links to online resources to help with independent revision and 
independently catching up on any missed content. 



Resources available to your child:
In class we have also looked at the strategy of RAG rating knowledge and skills.

Breaking each CSP down into a more manageable list can really help students to 

avoid feeling overwhelmed and make short revision sessions more productive.



Revision guides:
As the CSPs change each year, the 
revision guides available for the 
course do not assist students beyond 
the wider theoretical concepts. 

Revision resources for these concepts 
will be provided free of charge to 
students, so although the AQA 
revision guide is useful it is not 
required as a resource.



Useful resources online:

Using Teams we share full episodes of the CSPs, alongside episode transcripts… 
and recaps of all the theories we have covered



Useful resources online:

Students have been using Seneca for independent study, and they are advised to 
continue using it to help structure/breakup their revision



Useful resources online:

BBC Bitesize is also a great resource for quick revision, especially using the Bitesize 
tests to help build confidence with wider context questions.



Useful resources online:

https://www.youtube.com/@mrsfisher8961 has great revision resources for key 
media theories and all the CSPs, but students must be careful to select the 
correct ones as this channel supports both GCSE and A level across 4 exam 
boards.

https://www.youtube.com/@mrsfisher8961


Useful resources online:

https://www.youtube.com/@TheMediaInsider has video recaps for the core 
concepts, theories and vocabulary.

BE CAREFUL as his 
resources aren’t for 

our exam board.

BUT, he is very useful 
for core skills AND 

for NEA Prep

https://www.youtube.com/@TheMediaInsider


What about the NEA?

After half-term we will begin applying 
the concepts we have learned to 
create their coursework product.

All students have opted for the same 
brief – Magazines, meaning 
collaboration should be easy, but all 
work must be original (not shared).

PLUS there’s lots of 
resources we will point 

them towards to 
support and guide.



What about the NEA?

They will have clear guidance, but the majority of the work will need to be done independently 
including at home (e.g. idea generation, photos & article writing)



What about the NEA?

Students are advised to begin 
working on it as soon as their 
Statement of Intent has been 
approved. 

Completing the NEA by January will 
reduce the pressure on meeting 
other coursework deadlines, as well 
as clashes with the second round of 
mocks.



Contact details
• Adam Stokoe
• astokoe@ringwood.hants.sch.uk

Any questions? 
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