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Welcome to

Ringwood News

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our end of term newsletter.

We have had a busy but very productive term. We have enjoyed inviting you in to see 

the changes we have made to the school. I hope you have had opportunity to attend 

something in The Barn, such as our Parents Information Evenings; Celebration Evening; Any 

Questions?; our Sixth Form production of Chicago or the Carol Concert. 

This has also been a term of great sporting success, hot on the heels of being awarded the 

Sports Gold Mark for sporting competitions last term. Well done to all students who have 

represented Ringwood this school year - you have done us proud! You can follow our sports 

news on our website and on Facebook. 

Thank you to all parents that took the time to complete the Ofsted Parent View website 

during our Inspection in November. The Inspection was an incredibly positive experience 

and I look forward to sharing the report with you when it is published in the new year. 

I am proud that we have been able to do so much charitable work this term. Thank you 

for your generous contribution of tins and other staple products for the Danny Cracknell 

appeal for the homeless at Christmas. As a school community we donated over 2,500 items. 

Thank you also for your generosity towards the Rotary E-Shoebox campaign. We have sent 

over £1,700 to Uganda for children of the Kasese area. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy and peaceful Christmas with 

your family and I wish you every happiness in the year to come. 

With all best wishes,

Leanne Symonds 

Headteacher

When it’s Christmas by Rosie Fielder

Year 8 Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors
On the 3rd November 2022 we took 

ten Year 8 students to the Diana 

Award Anti-Bullying Ambassador 

training day at St Aldhelm’s Academy 

in Bournemouth. All the Ambassadors 

had a great day learning with other 

students from around the local area. 

Over the next year the Ambassadors 

will be working on some exciting 

anti-bullying campaign activities. They 

made a great start with our recent 

anti-bullying week with odd socks day,  

a poster competition and two drop in 

craft sessions. 

When fires are lit,

in the living room at night.

When once invisible terrace houses,

are littered with light.

When temperatures drop

well below freezing,

and it seems like 

almost everyone is sneezing.

When the stress of secret Santa 

is equal to the office room banter.

When the comforting smell of mulled wine 

seems to be everywhere you go.

When dusty boxes appear 

for their show once a year.

And when is doesn’t matter 

if you eat the whole platter.

Such a mix of emotions 

as the big day approaches.

I might finally get

the game I wanted!

The one that Sally got and flaunted.

But,

without Nana

it’s not the same,

“She would’ve loved this game”

It will be different every year

as people come and go.

But when Christmas comes,

this year, I hope it will snow.



Anning Brunel

House News
As we approach the festive season, we are delighted to provide an update on  

the House activities and achievements this term. 

ThornhillNightingaleHardy

 

On behalf of the Board of Governors,  I would 

like to warmly welcome you to this term’s 

newsletter as we near the end of another 

eventful and exciting term.

My first year as the Chair of Governors at 

Ringwood has certainly taught me a great deal 

and I am very grateful for the warmth of the 

welcome shown as well as being consistently 

impressed at how determined everyone has 

been to make the most of the opportunities on 

offer.

I am grateful to the team of Governors who 

give of their time freely and consistently to 

understand the realities of the life of the school, 

to challenge those tasked with the day to 

day running of the school in a supportive and 

collaborative way, and to (hopefully) then bring 

the lessons learned from their professional 

lives to support the development of this terrific 

school.   

I must also acknowledge the immense 

contribution to school life made by my 

predecessor Chris Walton.  His energy and 

enthusiasm for this community were infectious: 

he will be a hard act to follow. 

I look forward to meeting as many of you 

as possible at events of all shapes and sizes 

throughout the rest of the academic year, as we 

work together for the development of this fine 

school. 

Regardless of how, or where, you will be 

spending the festive season, I would like to wish 

you all a very Happy Christmas and a joyful and 

fulfilling new year.

Tim Williamson
Chair of Governors 

GovernorNews

Danny Cracknell Tins Appeal – 
over 2,500 items!

We have received an amazing response from 

students and staff, especially given the current 

economic climate to the Danny Cracknell Tins 

Appeal. 

The Mayor, representatives from the Salvation 

Army, and the Danny Cracknell team were all 

thrilled with the donations.  

As a school we have been able to donate over 

2,500 items. 

The sixth form helpers were brilliant and there 

was just an incredible buzz in the Stables as we 

counted and sorted the items! 

Thank you so much for all your support, this will 

make such a difference to so many people this 

winter. 

The House Captains have been working hard 

this term to decide on their House 

Charity for this academic year. Tutor groups 

voted on their short listed charities and these 

are the winners. 

Hardy House Nightingale House

Brunel House Thornhill  House

Anning House

Overall House Points Term 1:
1st - Brunel    4th - Anning  
2nd - Thornhill   5th - Nightingale 
3rd -  Hardy



Democracy in action - Ringwood 
Town Futures Project
Katie Gyles and Charlotte Jones recently 

attended a Ringwood Town Council meeting, 

to highlight their involvement in the Ringwood 

Town Futures project. 

The Mayor thanked them both for their 

contributions to this project and the girls 

also heard of future opportunities including a 

working party for improvements to Carvers.

Councillors are keen for student voice to be at 

the heart of this project and Ringwood School 

looks forward to working with them. 

Qu’est-ce qui se passe dans le 
département des langues? 
Year 7 French and Spanish

What a first term Year 7 have had learning 

French and Spanish - we have been learning how 

to describe ourselves and explain what we have. 

It’s been fantastic sharing our love of language 

with our new students. 

French and Spanish pen pal connections are 

being investigated so that our students get to 

communicate with French and Spanish natives 

through letters. Also, we are organising for 

18 Spanish students to shadow 9 Ringwood 

students for 5 days in April.  Watch this space! 

They will see what school life is like in Britain 

and in our Spanish lessons, we will be taking the 

chance to listen to what Spanish home life is like.

Year 9 French

Students in Mrs Altinkalp’s French classes have 

been receiving pen pal letters from French 

students from ‘College les Ormeaux’. Our 

students are writing in French and the French 

students are writing in English - what a great 

way to practise and show our students that 

French is not just a subject, but it is a language 

spoken by so many in the world.  Due to the 

success of these, we are creating as many 

connections with Spanish and French schools as 

we can to link up more students. 

Year 11 French and Spanish

A huge well done to our Year 11s who have 

recently sat their French and Spanish speaking 

mock exams. It is such a great experience for 

them to know how it will take place in April 2023 

when they have their real exam. It made us very 

proud of them. Keep going Year 11!

Year 13 French

In September, the Year 13 French students were 

whisked off to France where they took part 

in several activities related to their historical 

theme 4 to enable students to really feel what 

they have been learning about in lessons at 

school. 

Here is a picture of our students touring the 

‘Résistance’ museum in Limoges.

Computational Competition 
The Bebras Computing Challenge introduces 

computational thinking to students of all ages.  It 

is organised in over 50 countries and designed 

to get students all over the world excited about 

computing.  Each participant answers questions 

that focus on computational and logical thinking.  

It is was completed online in all KS3 lessons 

in ITaCS, and in IT and Computing classes in 

Years 10 to 13. Students across all year groups 

did exceptionally well and have been sent their 

results via email. 
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Our A-Level Drama students have been studying 

the practitioner Frantic Assembly since September and creat-

ing their own devised pieces in this style.  We were fortunate 

enough to see them in action at the MAST Theatre in South-

ampton on 23rd November. The production Frantic Assembly's 

physical theatre re-working of Shakespeare's literary classic, 

Othello. The students were impressed by the dynamic use 

of movement, ingenious use of staging, powerful acting and 

the dramatic tragic ending. After so long it was fantastic to be 

back in the theatre seeing live performance and a few of our 

students even managed to grab a quick selfie with some of the 

actors as we left. Their conduct was impeccable, and they are 

a credit to the school.  We look forward to many more theatre 

visits in the future to enrich our students' drama curriculum. 
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Sixth Form Science
This half term A level Biology students 

had the opportunity to attend a talk 

on elephant conservation led by Saba 

Douglas-Hamilton. The talk discussed 

poaching, local tribe activity and a 

detailed first-hand account on elephant 

protection. Saba grew up in Kenya 

and continued her father’s legacy as a 

conservationist journeying all the way 

from the Congo to St Tropez. She shared 

her experiences after having talked with 

local farmers about their struggles due to 

elephants raiding crops after being forced 

together due to habitat loss and drought. 

African elephant populations are still 

declining but thanks to people like Saba 

and her team the illegal poaching business 

is being put under control. A wonderful 

evening out that was both thought 

provoking and fun.

Thank you to Rosie Fielder in Year 12 who is Ringwood School’s Poet Laureate for 

2022-23. As part of Remembrance Day, Rosie produced this touching poem which was read to 

the whole school: 

SORA reading app
Ringwood School is committed to bringing 

unique learning opportunities to our 

students and we are pleased to introduce a 

new, free reading service providing digital 

books through Sora, the student reading 

app. SoraApp supports the physical 

library by allowing students access to 

a well-stocked, digital collection that 

includes novels, magazines, comic books 

and audiobooks through a downloadable 

app. Students will be rewarded regularly 

for their reading as teachers can review 

statistics and awards achieved.
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Year 12 visit to Oxford 
University
For the first time since 2019 we were able to 

take students in person to Oxford University. 15 

of our year 12 students got the chance to visit 

our link college St Hilda’s, where we meet up 

with Ringwood Alumnus Tim Ostler who showed 

us round. Tim, who is in his 2nd year studying 

Geography at Oxford, took us on a tour of his 

college campus and answered all the students’ 

questions about life at University. We also had 

the opportunity to hear a mini lecture from a 

research neuroscientist, as well as getting lots of 

advice about applying to Oxbridge from the col-

lege’s school liaison officer. We even got to meet 

the college Principal who popped in to say hello 

to our group. 

PE Department Autumn Term 
Review 
It has been an emphatic return to action for all 

things Team PE this term. With the change in 

the seasons came the much anticipated return 

of winter sports including Rugby, Football, 

Netball and Hockey alongside a comprehensive 

Health and Fitness programme, Swimming, 

Gymnastics and Badminton. Returning students 

competed keenly in Inter House Rugby, Netball 

and Football with all houses being represented 

admirably and demonstrating those vitally 

important Ringwood PE TREDS values of 

Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and 

Sportsmanship throughout.  

In conjunction to their curriculum time our 

students have engaged tremendously with our 

extracurricular clubs this term, with the school 

as a whole competing in over a mind boggling 

100 fixtures across the New Forest, County 

Cups (both Dorset and Hants), Sisters in Sport 

and National competitions this term! To date we 

have regularly seen up to 500 students a week 

attending our extra-curricular provision across 

all teams and activities, representing a significant 

level of engagement which is illustrated in our 

success on the sports field with huge positives 

being taken away from the unprecedented 

number of fixtures we have competed in. 

We have seen our Under 16 Boys Rugby side 

come away victors in the Hampshire Bowl Final 

at Lord Wandsworth School against Ryde School

and yet more success at New Forest Cross 

Country Championship with students placing 

highly at Gang Warily in November with silver 

medals for H. Richardson (Yr11) and A.O’Brien 

(Yr8) with another 7 students qualifying going on 

to represent the New Forest in the Hampshire 

Championships.  

We have seen almost a mirror image of the 

success of the Lionesses at this summers 

European Championships with our Year 8 Girls 

Footballers remaining unbeaten (at time of 

writing) in every Cup competition available to 

them, including the National Cup, much to the 

delight of Mrs Barker-Garrod. 

Our Yr10 Netball superstars defeated 

prestigious Devon independent, Blundell’s 

School, 40-20 in the Sister’s in Sport National 

Competition before being knocked out by a 

particularly potent Truro side who will no doubt 

go a long way in the competition. 

November also witnessed the first in what 

will be many fine performances for our Year 7 

Boys Football team who outclassed Applemore 

College 3-0 in blustery autumnal conditions to 

secure their first win as Ringwood School pupils.  

One of the highlights of the term was when 

15 students competed in the New Forest KS3 

Inclusive Boccia Festival.  

We have also seen representation at Sixth 

Form; Boys Rugby competing in the Hampshire 

Schools U18 Cup, Boys Football competing in 

Hampshire Colleges League; Netball competed 

in the U19 Senior Shield and Tennis team 

currently undefeated in the LTA Youth Schools 

Championships. 

It has been a busy term for all things PE and we 

wish everyone a well earned Christmas break 

and a Happy New Year! 

Mr Owen, Head of PE

Family Support
We are working collaboratively with our feeder 

schools, the Foodbank and Churches Together 

to provide support and signposting to services to 

help families in this difficult financial time. 

 We know the cost of living crisis in having an 

impact on us all, and hardship can affect anyone 

at any time.

If you would benefit from some support, be it 

food, energy or other day to day living costs, 

please take a moment to complete our survey 

here: https://forms.office.com/e/me5Ee90Dxg 

The school have access to various support 

agencies including financial, food and utility 

support and want to help you. All responses to 

this survey will be treated confidentially.

Safeguarding over the Festive 
Period
If you, your child or someone else’s child needs 

any support over the festive period then please 

do have a look on our website for contact 

details. https://www.ringwood.hants.sch.uk/

safeguarding 

 

Although our safeguarding@ringwood.hants.sch.

uk won’t be checked on a daily basis we will still 

be picking up any correspondence through that 

route.

Alteratively, you can contact any of the following 

services:

Hampshire Children’s Services Out of Hours: 

0300 555 1373 or 101

Or if you feel it is less urgent please could you 

call your concerns into this number:

Hampshire Children’s Services: 0300 555 1384



What’s on guide

The Barn 
We were immensely proud to open The Barn at the start 

of this term. This new spaced has paved the way for a 

multitude of different uses in school and has enhanced 

our teaching and learning environment no end - not to 

mention being a space well used by the local community 

and bringing a high quality cinema venue to Ringwood 

at last! Learn more, book tickets or make a donation 

online:   

www.thebarnringwood.co.uk

The Stables
Our new dining area, The Stables also 

opened in September and has been so well 

received by students. Not only an eating 

space, but an area for students to meet their 

friends and socialise at break and lunch time 

in the warm. Alongside our new catering 

partner Aspens, we are really excited to see 

how the future of this space evolves over 

the coming months.

To see full event guide visit www.thebarnringwood.co.uk




