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24th February 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

NEU Strike Day 2- Thursday 2nd March 2023 

I am writing further to my communications with you in January to share details of how we will operate on the second 

NEU Strike Day on Thursday 2nd March.  

Firstly, thank you for your support in helping your children to access their learning remotely during the initial day of 

the NEU strike series on 1st February. Attendance online was excellent and teachers felt that they could teach really 

effectively. In the event 41% of our teaching staff were on strike on that day.  

We have modelled how we could operate next week with knowledge from the 1st February strike day. If a similar 
number of colleagues take industrial action, there will be well over 20 classes each lesson of the day without a 
teacher. As you are aware, colleagues are not required to give pre-warning of their decision to strike so this is our 
best available estimate. We have risk assessed this model and concluded that we are unable to safely supervise 
students and cover lessons with that number of staff out.  
 
Therefore, we need to limit on site attendance again on 2nd March. All students in years 7-11 will receive their 
learning remotely on that day, with the exception of vulnerable students who will be on site attending Emergency 
School. All staff at work will again be delivering live lessons from school via Teams for Yrs7-11.   
 
Vulnerable children are defined as those with an EHCP; those currently open to social care; young carers and 
LAC/PLAC and adopted students. We will be contacting parents and carers of these students again to ask you to 
confirm if you want a space for your child in the emergency in school provision on 2nd March. 
 
Students in Yr12 and 13 should attend school and should bring additional independent work to do in case some of 
their teachers are not in. Where teachers are in school, sixth form lessons will be face to face as usual. Students are 
able to use study spaces in the sixth form block; the library and the Stables when they are not in lessons on this day. 
We are bringing the sixth form in because they do not require supervision when they do not have lessons or when 
their teacher is absent.  
 
A note for parents and carers of Year 11: 
I recognise that many parents would prefer that Year 11 were in school during the strike days. When we modelled 
what 2nd March might potentially look like, we ran a scenario with Year 11 in school with the rest of the school 
learning remotely. Each period of the day resulted in several Yr11 lessons with no teacher and twice during the day 
almost all of Year 11 would potentially have no teacher and would need to be supervised centrally. We cannot 
manage these levels effectively and feel that we would not be providing a purposeful and meaningful working 
environment for students during those times. It is most likely that we would need to accommodate students 
altogether in the Barn and this does not give them an approriate working space. Other local schools who brought 
Yr11 in on 1st February are not doing so on 2nd March for exactly this reason. However, we have pulled forwards 
some maths and science exams originally scheduled for the end of March to now go ahead on the next two strike 
days, on 15th and 16th March, so Yr11 will be on site during those two days.  More detail will follow about this in the 
week commencing 6th March.  
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We will write to all parents again on Wednesday 1st March, resending information regarding learning on line and 

what to do for the periods of the day where teachers are absent.  

Thank you again for your support. It is to be hoped that negotiations between the government and the NEU are 

fruitful and there will no longer be a need for industrial action.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Leanne Symonds 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


